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“But now He has obtained a more excellent ministryby as much as He is also
the mediator of a better covenant, which has beemacted on better promises.”
(Hebrews 8:6)
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INTRODUCTION TO HEBREWS

|. GENERAL INFORMATION
A. The origin of the word “Hebrew” relates to ttisok.

1. The Jews placed a great amount of pride in émeerwhich was first applied to
Abraham. (Genesis 14:13; Philippians 3:5)

2. It was used to differentiate them from otheroret.

3. Gradually, the Hebrew language developed andramded great respect. (Acts 22:2)

B. This great amount of pride caused problems.

1. It was often a source of conflict. (Acts 6:1-7)

2. Such pride in their nation, religion, and evamguage tempted many to return to
Judaism after their conversion.

C. Its place in the canon of Scripture is solidipgorted.

1. It is found in most ancient versions of the NBsgtament including the Syriac Version
of 100 AD

2. Clement of Alexandria (96 AD) quoted from itdhg as did Justin Martyr (140 AD) in
his Dialogue With Trypho.

3. Others who mention it and the year it was writteclude Origen (220 AD), Eusebius
(315 AD), Athanasius (326 AD), Cyril, bishop of dsalem (348 AD), and Council of
Laodicea (363 AD).

Il. SPECIFIC INFORMATION
A. Author

1. The author is unknown except to God and theaautimself.

2. Many possibilities have been suggested inclu@ilggnent of Rome, Barnabas, Silas or
Silvanus, Apollos, Aquila, Mark, and Paul.

3. Although many believe Paul to be the authoratidor counts himself among those
who heard the gospel from the apostles. (2:3; @Gaistl:12)

4. This would argue against Paul being the author.

B. Circumstances of writing the epistle

1. Enough time had elapsed since Pentecost for thdra teachers (5:12), and to have
suffered. (10:32, 33)

2. Yet, it was written prior to the destructionJerusalem in 70 AD since the ordinances
were still being practiced (8:4; 10:11), and thetdection was near at hand.

(10:24, 25, 37)
C. Purpose of writing

1. The primary purpose was to persuade the Jewisects not to return to Judaism, a
“yoke of bondage.” (Acts 15:10)

2. It was also written to show the superiority dfaw Christ had done, using the word
better often (1:4; 7:19, 22; 8:6; 9:23; 10:34; B1:35, 40; 12:24), and making many
comparisons between the Old and the New.

(1:8, 13; 2:9; 3:6; 7:24; 8:6; 9:11; 10:3, 12; 12:2

3. It was necessary for them, as well as us, ttd“fast our profession,” (4:14; 10:23), and

to “look unto Jesus.” (12:1, 2)



D. Following is a brief outline of the book.

OCoO~NOOILPA, WN P

. Christ’s superiority as God’s spokesman (1214)

. Christ’s humanity (2:5 - 2:18)

. Christ’s leadership (3:1 - 4:13)

. Christ as our high priest (4:14 - 5:10)

. Admonition to diligence and faithfulness (5:16:20)
. Christ as our high priest (Continued) (7:15)8

. A new and better covenant (8:6 - 8:13)

. Christ’s ministry and sacrifice (9:1 - 10:18)

. Exhortation and encouragement (10:19 - 10:39)
10.
. Further encouragement (12:1 - 12:29)
12.

Analysis of faith (11:1 - 11:40)

Practical exhortations (13:1 - 13:25)



CHRIST: THE SUPERIOR COMMUNICATOR
(Hebrews 1:1 - 2:4)

KEY VERSE: “God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers engltophets in many portions
and in many ways, in these last days has spikes in His Son, whom He
appointed heir of all things, through whom alsorkide the world.” (1:1, 2)

INTRODUCTION

I. THE TONE OF THE BOOK IS SET IN THE OPENING VERSE
A. Evidence of Christ’s superiority is introducedaking a return to Judaism foolish.
B. God’s manner of communicating to man has readsqukak.

II. THIS LESSON CONTAINS THE FOLLOWING DIVISIONS

A. God speaks through Jesus today (1:1 - 1:3)
B. Jesus is superior to angels (1:4 - 1:14)
C. There is danger in neglect (2:1 - 2:4)

BODY
|. GOD SPEAKS THROUGH JESUS TODAY (1:1 - 1:3)
A. God formerly spoke through many people in défagrways. (v. 1)
1. He spoke to the fathers through prophets usiggiaty of methods including dreams
and visions as well as normal conversation.
(Genesis 12:1-3; 49:10; Deuteronomy 18:18; 1 Pefd-12)
2. It was revealed as circumstances required afis2z8:10-14)
B. God now speaks through Jesus. (v. 2)
1. “In these last days” signifies the closing of threwish age.
2. Jesus was declared to be the Son of God by aratdieed.
(Matthew 3:17; 17:5; Luke 1:35; Romans 1:4)
3. Jesus is superior as the heir of all thingsa@ndreator with the Father.
(Acts 2:36; Colossians 1:16-18; Romans 8:17)
C. He shows us the Father, and sits at His rightl hgv. 3)
1. He is the brightness of His glory, and the “egsrimage of His person.”
(John 1:18; Colossians 1:15)
2. He has made purification for sin. (v. 3; 9:14)
Il. JESUS IS SUPERIOR TO ANGELS (1:4 - 1:14)
A. He has a more excellent name than the angels4(\b)
1. He is “the Son of God,” the only begotten of God
(v. 4; 2 Samuel 7:14; Psalms 2:7; John 1:14)
2. No such claim can be made by any angel.
B. Angels must worship Him, a sign of His supetior{vv. 6, 7)
1. Angels are ministering spirits, created beiigs6)
2. They go forth at God’s direction to serve Him.
(v. 7; Genesis 19:1-26; Exodus 12:29, 30; PsalmMs4)0



C. Other considerations are given concerning CHrst 8-14)
1. He is clearly identified as God, and He shd# mith a righteous scepter.
(vv. 8, 9; Psalms 45:6, 7; Isaiah 61:1, 3)
2. By Him the foundations of the earth were laith] &lis years will not come to an end,
indicating His Deity. (vv. 10-12; 13:8; Psalms 12&:26; Isaiah 51:6)
3. None of the angels, who are merely “ministesagvants,” were told to sit at the
Father’s right hand as Jesus was. (vv. 13, 14;31®%alms 110:1)
lll. THERE IS DANGER IN NEGLECT (2:1 - 2:4)
A. Considering Jesus’ superiority, there is a neddsten to the gospel. (v. 1)
1. One can drift away from the Truth, so as todse. I(v. 1; 6:6; Galatians 5:4)
2 The need to “pay closer attention” to the thitigesy had heard stems from the authority
of Christ. (Matthew 17:3)
B. None shall escape who neglect “so great a sahaivv. 2-4)
1. If none escaped punishment under the Law of Bldeen how could one think to
escape who disobeys the Law of Christ? (v. 2; 2226Numbers 15:32-36)
2. What Christ first taught was confirmed by therkitog of miracles.
(vv. 3, 4; Mark 16:17-20; John 1:1-3)

CONCLUSION
. REMEMBER THESE MAIN FACTS

A. God now speaks through His Son.
B. Jesus is superior to angels, and His authoritgtrbe accepted by all men.

II. THE WRITER WILL NEXT DEAL WITH THE HUMANITY OF JESUS
A. Although Jesus is superior to angels, he waptearily made a little lower than the

angels.

B. To be of benefit to man, it was necessary tobecas a man, partaking of flesh and

blood.



REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. How did God speak “in times past?”

2. Name three occasions when God spoke to theiSsatbecerning Jesus.

3. What is meant by the phrase “last days?”

4. What was stated to show Christ’s superioritgrigels?

5. Which Old Testament king is associated withttitene upon which Christ was to sit?

6. How long was Jesus to reign?

7. What is the general work of angels?

8. What will happen if one does not give “earnestdi to the things he has heard and obeyed?

9. Who first spoke of the “great salvation?”

10. How was the Gospel confirmed?




CHRIST'S HUMANITY
(Hebrews 2:5 - 2:18)

KEY VERSE: “Therefore, He had to be made like His brethreali things, that He might
become a merciful and faithful high priest in thergertaining to God, to make
propitiation for the sins of the people.” (2:17)

INTRODUCTION
I. HE WAS MADE A LITTLE LOWER THAN ANGELS
A. To help man, Jesus became a man.
B. He has experienced all that man must deal wuitie.
II. THIS LESSON CONTAINS THE FOLLOWING DIVISIONS
A. Man’s position in creation is set forth (2:5:8p
B. Jesus became a man (2:9 - 2:18)

BODY
I. MAN’S POSITION IN CREATION (2:5 - 2:8)
A. Man is lower than angels. (vv. 5, 6)
1. The world was subjected to man, not angel)(v.
2. God has an interest in man’s welfare. (v. 6jiRs&:4)
3. Angels were given their own responsibilities] @aome failed to remain faithful.
(2 Peter 2:4)
B. Man was placed over God’s physical creation. {\B)
1. He was given this position by God. (v. 7; Gesdsk8)
2. Sin entered the world and marred both man’siogiship to God as well as the created
world. (Genesis 3)
3. God made Himself known to man. (Exodus 3:16;3®l5; Psalms 89:32)
Il. JESUS BECAME MAN (2:9 - 2:18)
A. He was made a little lower than the angels9jv.
1. He became man for awhile. (John 1:1, 14)
2. He tasted death for every man. (PhilippiansiZ:5Jdohn 3:16)
3. He paid the price for man’s redemption.
B. Several things resulted from this unselfish @ct. 10-18)
1. He became a perfect forerunner through suffe(indlLO; 2 Timothy 4:6-8; James 1:12)
2. He showed His oneness with us. (vv. 11-13; Ps&P22; Isaiah 8:17, 18)
3. He became flesh and blood in order to experiéfecas a man.
(vv. 14-16; 1 Corinthians 15:56)
4. He became our high priest, and made propitidboour sins. (v. 17)
5. Since He was tempted as we are, He can corhe tad of those who are tempted.
(v. 18; 4:14-16)



CONCLUSION
I. JESUS WAS BOTH GOD AND MAN
A. Jesus knows our needs because He was and is God.
B. Nevertheless, Jesus endured temptations anaxsoas a man.
II. THE NEXT SECTION WILL DEAL WITH HIS LEADERSHIP

A. He is superior to Moses as a leader over Goelple.
B. He is able to give us rest if we faint not.



REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. Describe man in comparison to angels.

2. Who was set over the works of God’s hands?

3. When was Jesus “made a little lower than thelaf§

4. How was Jesus able to “perfect our salvation?”

5. Jesus is not ashamed to call us

6. Who had the power of death?

7. Through what are we said to be “all our lifetisubject to bondage?”

8. As high priest, Jesus is both and

9. Jesus partook of and

in order to be like God’s children.

10. Who can come to our aid when we are temptddnduy?




CHRIST'S LEADERSHIP
(Hebrews 3:1 - 4:13)

KEY VERSE: “Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of a heayealling, consider Jesus, the
Apostle and High Priest of our confession.” (3:1)

INTRODUCTION

I. THE THEME OF JESUS’ SUPERIORITY IS CONTINUED
A. So far, Jesus’ superiority to angels has beenqr.
B. In this lesson, His superiority to Moses is show

II. THIS LESSON CONTAINS THE FOLLOWING DIVISIONS

A. Christ is superior to Moses (3:1 - 3:6)
B. Moses led the people to a rest (3:7 - 3:19)
C. The rest under Jesus remains (4:1 - 4:13)

BODY
I. CHRIST IS SUPERIOR TO MOSES (3:1 - 3:6)
A. Consider Jesus, “the Apostle and High Priesiuwfconfession.” (v. 1)
1. The word “apostle” means “one sent.”
2. In that sense, Moses was sent by God. (Exodus 3)
3. Yet, Christ is superior to Moses even though &dosas faithful.
B. Consider why Christ is superior to Moses. (W8)2
1. Moses was in the “house,” but Christ builtwv.(2-4; 1:8)
2. Moses was faithful as a servant in the houseChust is a son over the house.
(vv. 5, 6; Numbers 12:6-8)
3. Moses served under the “shadow,” but Chridtéssubstance. (Colossians 2:17)
Il. MOSES LED THE PEOPLE TO A REST (3:7 - 3:19)
A. Many who left Egypt with Moses never reached &an (vv. 7-11)
1. Of the over 600,000 who left Egypt, only twolMbbses’ generation arrived in Canaan.
2. They hardened their hearts, provoked God, atetifeo enter in. (Numbers 14:22-30)
B. Next, a warning is given. (vv. 12-19)
1. The real sin involved is unbelief. (v. 12; Nuns20:12)
2. One can fall away by being hardened througlddeeitfulness of sin. (v. 13)
3. Like those in Moses day, we will enter in if weld fast, and do not fall because of
unbelief. (vv. 14-19)
lll. THE REST UNDER JESUS REMAINS (4:1 - 4:13)
A. This rest under Jesus should not be confusddtivet Sabbath rest under the Old
Testament. (vv. 1-10)
1. Itis a rest promised to those that believe,cootmanded of them.
(vv. 1-5; Exodus 16:22-30; Psalm 95:11)
2. Joshua, Moses’ successor, did not lead theheteest under consideration here.
(vv. 6-8; Psalm 95:6-11)



3. This rest remains for the people of God, arehiered when this life is over, not kept
while here. (vv. 9, 10; Genesis 2:2)

B. Again, a warning is given. (vv. 11-13)
1. We must be diligent to enter the rest that asmast and not fall through disobedience.
(v. 11; 3:12)

2. We must use the all-powerful Word of God to hedpand we must realize that our life
Is open before God. (vv. 12, 13; 2 Corinthians SBjghesians 6:17)

CONCLUSION

I. CHRIST IS SUPERIOR TO MOSES
A. As the Son over the house, he is superior toddoa servant in the house.
B. His rest is superior to that of Moses.

II. THE NEXT SECTION DEALS WITH CHRIST AS OUR HIGIRRIEST
A. This theme was introduced eatrlier. (3:1)
B. Christ was made high priest by God.

-10-



REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. Of what were the Hebrews partakers?

2. Christ is called both an and

3. In this lesson, Christ was shown to be supéoior

4. Discuss the two main comparisons made of Mose<Crist.

5. What was necessary for the Hebrews and us o adialer to be the “house of God?”

6. According to this lesson, it is possible for toe from God.

7. Some did not enter Canaan because of the sin of

8. Name the “rests” which might come to mind as @a&ls Hebrews 4.

9. What is the rest that “remaineth” for the peagfi&od?

10. We must be diligent to enter that rest, sbweado not fall through the same
“example of ”

-11-



CHRIST: OUR HIGH PRIEST ()
(Hebrews 4:14 - 5:10)

KEY VERSE: “Since then we have a great high priest who hasgzhthrough the heavens,
Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our cordass(4:14)

INTRODUCTION

I. THE THEME OF JESUS AS HIGH PRIEST BEGINS TO BEYELOPED
A. In keeping with the theme of Christ’s superigrite is called a “great high priest.”
B. He is a priest after the order of Melchizedek.

II. THIS LESSON CONTAINS THE FOLLOWING DIVISIONS

A. Christians can approach the Father (4:14 - 4:16)
B. Priests were appointed to serve others (5:4) 5:
C. Jesus is our “great high priest.” (5:5 - 5:10)

BODY
I. CHRISTIANS CAN APPROACH THE FATHER (4:14 - 4:16)
A. We have a high priest, Jesus, the Son of God. 4y
1. The Jews were familiar with the office of higtegt established with Aaron.
(Exodus 28)
2. Man’s need for a mediator is met when we comsldsus, who now appears before God
for us. (2:14)
B. Jesus was tempted in all points like we arel%y.
1. He was God in the flesh. (John 1:1, 14; Phippi2:5-11)
2. Provision has been made in our behalf. (1 Coans 10:13)
3. Our goal should be to escape sin. (James 4:7)
C. We can approach God with confidence. (v. 16)
1. From His throne, God grants grace, mercy, aadee
2. We need to pray fervently, and hold fast.
(Ephesians 6:18; Philippians 4:6; 1 Thessaloniahg)5
Il. THE DESIGN OF THE PRIESTHOOD (5:1 - 5:4)
A. Priests were appointed to serve others. (v. 1)
1. They helped others serve God. (Exodus 28:1)
2. They made offerings for sin and other purpofesiticus 9:1-7)
B. Having the same experiences as the peoplerigstpwere gentle in dealing with them.
(w. 2, 3)
1. Sacrifice was made on the Day of AtonementHeirtsins first. (Leviticus 16)
2. Then sacrifice was made for the people.
C. To render such service was an honor bestow&sbdy (v. 4)
1. One did not take this honor upon himself. (Nuralie)
2. Neither did Jesus make Himself our high priest.
3. Remember that all Christians are priests todafpeter 2:5, 9)

-12-



lll. CHRIST IS OUR “GREAT HIGH PRIEST” (5:5 - 5:10)

A. He was designated a high priest by the Fathrer.5, 6)
1. David testified beforehand of His priesthoodglith 110:4)
2. A change in the law was necessary in order for td serve since He was a priest after

the order of Melchizedek.

B. He experienced life in the flesh. (v. 7)
1. Isaiah foretold of His suffering. (Isaiah 53)
2. He communicated with the Father in prayer amalh do.

C. He was made perfect in His suffering. (vv. 8-10)
1. By the experience of suffering, he learned odreck. (v. 8; Matthew 7:21)
2. He tasted death for every man. (2:9, 10)
3. He is the author of our salvation. (vv. 9, 1P;2)

CONCLUSION
I. JESUS IS OUR “GREAT HIGH PRIEST”
A. For this reason, we can come boldly to the Fathe
B. Let us follow His example of obedience.
II. NEXT, THE AUTHOR TURNS TO EXHORTING US TO FAHFULNESS
A. To follow doctrine with exhortation is typicaf the author.
B. The theme of Jesus’ priesthood will continueratihe exhortation.

13-



REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. Jesus is referred to in this lesson as a high priest.

2. To what extent was Jesus tempted?

3. With what attitude should we approach God’siefd

4. Why was the high priest able to have compassiothe ignorant and the wayward?

5. For whom did the high priest in the Old Testahudfer sacrifices?

6. The honor of being high priest was bestowed by

7. Considering what we know from this chapter conicg the high priest, show that Jesus is
qualified.

8. Christ is a priest after the order of

9. Where in the New Testament do we have a exaafplesus offering up “prayers and
supplications” to the Father?

10. Of Jesus it is said, “Although He was a , He learned
from the things which He suffered; and having bewle
He became to all those who im the

of eternal salvation.” (NASB)

-14-



ADMONITION TO DILIGENCE AND FAITHFULNESS
(Hebrews 5:11 - 6:20)

KEY VERSE: “And we desire that each one of you show the sditigeence so as to realize
the full assurance of hope until the end, thatiy@y not be sluggish, but
imitators of those who through faith and patiendeerit the promises.”

(6:11, 12)

INTRODUCTION

I. THE THEME OF JESUS AS HIGH PRIEST IS INTERRUPTEDR NOW
A. The writer tells them that what he could sayrz#irbe spoken due to their lack of growth.
B. Accordingly, the writer spends time admonishingm to grow and be faithful.

Il. THIS LESSON CONTAINS THE FOLLOWING DIVISIONS

A. They should be teachers (5:11 - 5:14)
B. Go on to perfection (6:1 - 6:8)
C. Show diligence to the full assurance of hop@ {@:12)
D. Consider the example of Abraham (6:13 - 6:20)

BODY
I. THEY SHOULD BE TEACHERS (5:11 - 5:14)
A. They could not handle the “meat of the Word.(¢1, 12)
1. A lack of knowledge is a sign of carnality. {; 1 Corinthians 3:1-3)
2. They needed milk even though enough time hgusethfor them to be feeding on the
meat of God’s Word. (v. 12; 2 Timothy 2:15; 1 P&&)
B. Ability to handle meat comes as a result of glrowwv. 13, 14)
1. One who feeds only on milk does not grow as gteuld. (v. 13)
2. One who eats meat is one who has trained hgesdo know the difference between
good and evil. (v. 14; Ephesians 4:11-16)
II. GO ON TO PERFECTION (6:1 - 6:8)
A. One must leave the first principles. (vv. 1-3)
1. We must press on to maturity, not trying totlag foundation more than once
concerning repentance and faith. (v. 1; John 3Até 2:38; 3:19; 17:30)
2. Neither should one continue to dwell on othemfdation doctrines such as baptism,
laying on of hands, the resurrection from the dead, eternal judgment.
(Matthew 28:19; Acts 6:6; 8:17, 18; 17:31; 2 P&4r, 10)
B. One either goes forward or falls away. (vwv. %, 5
1. They were once enlightened. (v. 4; EphesiansGo®ssians 1:12, 13)
2. They had tasted of the heavenly gift.
(v. 4; John 6:33; 20:31; 1 Timothy 6:12; Titus 317john 5:11, 12)
3. They were made partakers of the Holy Spirit4Romans 8:9-11)
4. They have tasted the good Word of God, and ¢theeps of the age to come.
(v. 5; 2:4; 1 Thessalonians 2:13; 2 Thessaloniah3,24)

-15-



C. Once they have fallen away, renewing them iossble. (vv. 6-8)
1. Such is true as long as they crucify Jesus agairput Him to shame.
(v. 6; 2 Corinthians 7:10)
2. Just as ground either bears fruit and is blesgead barren and cursed, so also
Christians will either be blessed or cursed dependn whether or not they bear fruit.
(vv. 7, 8; John 15:2; Galatians 5:22, 23)
lll. SHOW DILIGENCE TO THE FULL ASSURANCE OF HOPBQ - 6:12)
A. Having warned the Hebrews, the writer now enagas them. (vv. 9, 10)
1. He uses the term “beloved” and says that hensuaded they can do better.
(v. 9; 5:11-14; Romans 12:1, 2)
2. He encourages them to be more diligent by reminthem that God remembers their
labors. (v. 10; 1 Corinthians 15:58)
B. They needed to give diligence in order to reatlze object of their hope. (vv. 11, 12)
1. Their diligence in ministering to the saints wa$e the measure of their diligence in
realizing their hope. (v. 11; Romans 8:24)
2. They were not to be sluggish, but were to iraitae faith of others who lived and
served God faithfully. (v. 12; 4:2, 6, 11)
IV. CONSIDER THE EXAMPLE OF ABRAHAM (6:13 - 6:20)
A. God made a promise to Abraham. (vv. 13-15)
1. Their high esteem for Abraham would cause theoohsider his example of one who
believed God’s promise. (v. 13; Genesis 12:1-31228; John 8:33, 39)
2. God swore by Himself, since there is none gretitat He would bless Abraham, and
Abraham obtained the promise. (vv. 14, 15)
B. Application is then made of Abraham’s example. (L6-20)
1. If they trusted men who made oaths and swomygreater, that is, God, how much
more then should they trust in the promise of God.
(vv. 16, 17; Romans 8:16, 17; Galatians 3:26-29)
2. God'’s promise and His oath are two unchangehbigs upon which our hope is based.
(v. 18)
3. Our hope is the anchor of our soul, and is nsaeledfast by Jesus who has gone on to
heaven and has become our high priest. (vv. 197:29; 9:24; Colossians 3:1-4)

CONCLUSION

|. THE ADMONITION HAS BEEN GIVEN
A. Christians must go on from the first principteghe “meat of the Word.”
B. Our hope is grounded in Jesus who has passedgtinthe heavens and is at the Father’s

right hand.
Il. THE AUTHOR NOW RESUMES HIS DISCUSSION OF JESWAS HIGH PRIEST

A. He interrupted the discussion in order to enagarthem.
B. He will now discuss Melchizedek in some detail.

-16-



REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. What proof was given that the Hebrews were ‘ftdbes?”

2. What things demonstrate that a Christian is ne&tu

3. What things were considered as “elementary [pies?”

4. What was true of one who had fallen away?

5. What evidence indicates that some of the Hebwesve still active in the Lord’s work?

6. They were admonished to “show and not be

7. Why was Abraham used as an example?

8. We must imitate those who through and
inherit the promises.”

9. By what two unchangeable things does God gisarasce to His children?

10. Hope is referred to as the © of the

-17-



CHRIST: OUR HIGH PRIEST (II)
(Hebrews 7:1 - 8:5)

KEY VERSE: “For it was fitting that we should have such amhggiest, holy, innocent,
undefiled, separated from sinners and exalted attw/beavens.” (7:26)

INTRODUCTION
|. THE THEME OF JESUS AS HIGH PRIEST IS NOW CONTIED
A. The author has so far established that Jesum$gseat” high priest.
B. Now he will discuss the change in law necessaoyder for Jesus to serve as high priest.
Il. THIS LESSON CONTAINS THE FOLLOWING DIVISIONS
A. Jesus was a high priest of a new order (7:10)7:
B. God had promised a new order (7:11 - 7:19)
C. The new order was instituted with an oath (#:2(22)
D. Christ’s priesthood is enduring (7:23 - 7:25)
E. Christ is a sinless high priest (7:26 - 7:28)
F. Christ ministers in the true tabernacle (8:15) 8

BODY
I. JESUS WAS A HIGH PRIEST OF A NEW ORDER (7:1 1@)
A. Melchizedek was both a king and a priest. (W2)1

1. Salem may refer to Jerusalem. (Psalms 76:2)

2. The name “Melchizedek” means “king of rightecess)” and “Salem” means “peace.”

3. His service as priest and king foreshadoweditla office to be held by Christ.
(Genesis 14:18, Psalms 110:4; Zechariah 6:13)

4. Abraham paid tithes to him out of respect. (\2; Genesis 14:14-20)

B. As a priest, Melchizedek appeared on the sceti®wut predecessors or successors. (v. 3)

1. Without father, mother, etc., shows that he matdike those of the Levitical
priesthood.

2. This was also to be true of Christ.

C. Abraham acknowledged the greatness of Melchkzgde. 4-8)

1. He gave a tenth of the spoils (literally, thep‘of the heap”) to Melchizedek.
(v. 4; 1 Samuel 15:10-23)

2. The Levites collected a tenth from the descetsdainAbraham; yet, Abraham paid
tithes to Melchizedek who conferred a blessing iom ithe one to whom the promises
were made. (vv. 5-8; Genesis 19:17-20; 27:27-28pl24:50, 51)

D. By representation, Levi paid tithes to Melchigkd(vv. 9, 10)

1. The abiding nature of Melchizedek as a priesegagnificance to the payment of tithes
to him by Levi, who was yet in the loins of Abrahajwv. 9, 10)

2. Since the lesser paid tithes to the greaterugt be so that the order of Melchizedek is
greater than that of Levi.
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Il. GOD HAD PROMISED A NEW ORDER OF PRIESTS (7:47:19)
A. Perfection could not come through the Levitigaésthood. (v. 11)
1. The idea of “perfection” is that of completion.
2. Through the old order of Levi, the deeds oflthes of Moses was carried out.
(Numbers 17:1-11; 18:1-7)
B. Christ was to be of the order of Melchizedek. 12-14)
1. A change in order necessitated a change irathe(V. 12; 5:5, 6; Psalm 110:4)
2. Christ was of the tribe of Judah. (vv. 13, 1d¢Hariah 6:12; Luke 2:23-33)
C. The character of the new order would be radiaifferent from the old. (vv. 15-17)
1. Appointment would not be based on fleshly delsqem. 15, 16; Numbers 16:40)
2. Rather, it would be made after the power ofradtiess life.
(v. 17; Acts 13:34; Psalm 110:4)
D. The changing of the priestly order accomplisheath. (vv. 18, 19)
1. The perfect law replaced the imperfect. (v.@G8latians 3:21; James 1:21)
2. The better priesthood gave all a better hopelqy4:14-16)
lll. THE NEW ORDER WAS INSTITUTED WITH AN OATH (7:Q - 7:22)
A. An oath was used by God on only the most solenuasions.
1. He swore with an oath to Abraham. (Genesis 228)6
2. He swore with an oath concerning the fate oféhellious Israelites and Moses.
(3:18; 4:2; Deuteronomy 1:34, 35; 4:21)
3. He swore with an oath concerning David. (Ps&d)
B. Likewise, the appointment of this new order wath an oath. (vv. 20-22)
1. Compare it with the appointment of the old ordExodus 24; 28:1; Leviticus 8, 9)
2. In the case of Christ, God swore with an oath. 20; 21)
3. The significant manner of Jesus' appointmertgcts the fact that the New covenant is
greater than the Old. (v. 22; Galatians 3:23, 221-81; Titus 2:11-14)
IV. CHRIST'S PRIESTHOOD IS ENDURING (7:23 - 7:25)
A. The high priests of the Levitical order were jgagbto death. (v. 23)
1. From Aaron, the first high priest, to the biothChrist, some sixty-seven men occupied
the office.
2. According to Josephus, Phannias, the high pili@shg the destruction of Jerusalem,
was the eighty-third one.
3. He did not come from any high priest family.
B. Jesus is not subject to death as our high p(est24, 25)
1. He abides forever, serving those who come tdé-diker.
(v. 24; John 14:6; 2 Timothy 1:12)
2. He makes intercession for those of God'’s childvbo draw near to Him.
(v. 25; Romans 5:10; 8:28-31)
V. CHRIST IS A SINLESS HIGH PRIEST (7:26 - 7:28)
A. Consider the difference between the Leviticghhpriests and Christ. (vv. 26, 27)
1. Christ lived a sinless life. (v. 26; 4:15)
2. The Levitical high priests offered a sacrifioe themselves as well as the people.
(v. 27; 5:1-3)
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3. Christ offered Himself as a sacrifice for otlsesins only. (v. 27; Titus 2:14)
B. Christ was not a priest after the Old Testanoedér. (v. 28)
1. The Levitical high priests were weak. (v. 28pHyxs 32:1-29)
2. Jesus, He who was appointed by an oath, knesucio weakness in yielding to sin.
(Psalms 110:4)
3. He was made perfect through suffering. (2:10:%:1 Peter 2:20-25)
VI. CHRIST MINISTERS IN THE TRUE TABERNACLE (8:18:5)
A. He is in heaven, ministering in the true tabel@a(vv. 1, 2)
1. He made His offering to the Father, and tookrdjstful place.
(v. 1; 1:3, 13; 10:11-13; Acts 7:55, 56)
2. The church is the tabernacle, and heaven isubeémost holy place.”
(v. 2; 1 Corinthians 3:16; Ephesians 2:20-22; 1dtimy 3:15; 1 Peter 2:5)
B. As all priests were ordained to offer gifts aadrifices, Jesus offered Himself. (vv. 3-5)
1. He offered Himself for sin. (v. 3; 1 John 1:7-9)
2. He could not serve on earth as a priest acaptdithe Law. (v. 4; 7:12-14)
3. He does not serve in a “copy and shadow” ohteevenly things as the Levitical priests
did. (v. 5)
C. We have the privilege of serving in the truestalacle.
1. We have sat down with Christ in “the heavenbcpk.” (Ephesians 1:3; 2:6)
2. Our service in the tabernacle must be renderearding to the pattern.
3. Jesus serves as our “great high priest” in thetMloly Place where our Father dwells.

CONCLUSION

I. THE SUPERIORITY OF JESUS AS HIGH PRIEST HAS BEPROVEN
A. He is of a superior order, the order of Melckile.
B. He serves in a superior tabernacle.

II. NEXT, THE WRITER WILL DISCUSS THE BETTER COVEANT OF CHRIST
A. He introduced it in connection with the changéhe law necessary if Christ were to serve
as high priest.

B. Now the writer will show why the new law is sujee to the Law of Moses.
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REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. Melchizedek was both a aand

2. In what two ways did Abraham acknowledge thagress of Melchizedek?

3. Since the Levitical priesthood could not bring ,
it was necessary to change the

4. Discuss the idea of the silence of the Scrigtaieit relates to Jesus as high priest.

5. What was the significance of Christ’s appointtreenhigh priest being made with an oath?

6. As further proof of Christ's superiority, it waaid that the Levitical priests were prevented
from continuing in office due to , but Christ “ever
to make intercession.

7. What did the Levitical high priest do which Jeslid not need to do?

8. Christ has taken His seat at the of the

9. Christ is said to be “minister of the which
pitched and not

10. Explain whether Jesus could be a high prieshe earth.
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A NEW AND BETTER COVENANT
(Hebrews 8:6 - 8:13)

KEY VERSE: “But now He has obtained a more excellent minjditgyas much as He is also
the mediator of a better covenant, which has beanted on better promises.”
(8:6)

INTRODUCTION

I. ACHANGE IN THE LAW WAS INTRODUCED IN THE LAST &CTION
A. In order for Jesus to serve as high priestLthe of Moses had to be removed.
B. In this section the issue of a new and betterisamore fully developed.

II. THIS LESSON CONTAINS THE FOLLOWING DIVISIONS

A. The new covenant is faultless (8:6 - 8:8)
B. The new covenant is written on the heart (894)
C. The new covenant ended a remembrance of sih2® {&:13)

BODY
I. THE NEW COVENANT IS FAULTLESS (8:6 - 8:8)
A. The new covenant is better than the OId. (v. 6)
1. Jesus is the mediator of a better covenantiethan better promises.
(v. 6; 7:22-25; 1 Timothy 2:5)
2. Through Him we can come to the Father. (4:14-16)
B. The first covenant was “faulty.” (v. 7)
1. Did God make a mistake? No, it did what God réelsi
2. The thought is that the first covenant did martdp God's plan to save man to
completion. (v. 7; 7:11)
3. Remember it was only a tutor to bring the JewGhirist.
(Romans 3:20; Galatians 3:21, 24-29)
C. Due to its “fault,” God announced a new coven@ant8)
1. The old covenant served to regulate the physexd of Abraham. (Genesis 12:1-3)
2. Once Christ came, the need for the new covdregdn to be made clearer.
(v. 8; Galatians 4:4; Colossians 2:14)
Il. THE NEW COVENANT IS WRITTEN ON THE HEART (8:98:11)
A. The new covenant would not be like the old.Q).
1. The old covenant is the one given at Sinai. (ksal9)
2. The people violated the covenant and were ege¢Exodus 29-32)
3. Christ accomplished their redemption. (Roma@%,326)
B. The old was written on stone, but the new intbart. (v. 10)
1. Jeremiah prophesied of the new covenant. (Jale&1i:33)
2. Many of them never applied the old to their hear
(Psalms 119:11; 2 Corinthians 3:14-16)
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C. Under the new covenant, one learns of God béfi@gcan become a child of God. (v. 11)
1. A person would not have to be taught about Gahbse thy would have already been
taught. (v. 11; John 6:44, 45; James 1:18; 1 Hek3)
2. No longer would physical birth make one a childsod. (John 3:3-5)
1. UNDER THE NEW COVENANT SINS ARE NO LONGER REM#BERED (8:12, 13)
A. A remembrance was made under the Law of Mosed.2)
1. An annual sacrifice was necessary. (10:4; Lewstil6)
2. Even as Christians, we can have our sins fongarel forgotten.
(1 John 1:7-9; Revelation 12:10)
B. This happened when the new replaced the old.3).
1. Although announced earlier, it happened whensCtied. (Colossians 2:14-16)
2. Temple worship of the Jews ended with the destnu of Jerusalem in 70 AD

CONCLUSION
I. THE NEW COVENANT IS NOW IN FORCE FOR ALL MEN
A. The promises of the new are superior to thogeé®bId.
B. The mediator of the new is superior to Moses.
II. NEXT, THE WRITER COMPARES THE MINISTRY OF THEOVENANTS
A. The ministry of the old was but a shadow of riesv.
B. Therefore, Christ’s ministry is superior.
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REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. Why is the ministry of Christ “more excellent?”

2. Discuss the work of a mediator as it relateShaist.

3. Why was there a need for a new covenant?

4. During what period of Israel’s history did Go@dmise a new covenant?

5. Show the contrast made in these verses betwedwb covenants.

6. How is the new covenant written on the heart?

7. Why wouldn’t one teach his neighbor to know ltleed under the new covenant?

8. What is, perhaps, the greatest aspect of thecoganant?

9. When did the new covenant replace the old?

10. What took place in 70 AD, and what effect itidave on those who were still clinging to the
old covenant?
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CHRIST'S MINISTRY AND SACRIFICE
(Hebrews 9:1 - 10:18)

KEY VERSE: “But when Christ appeared as a high priest ofgthed things to come, He
entered through the greater and more perfect tabkrmot made with hands,
that is to say, not of this creation.” (9:11)

INTRODUCTION

I. THE WRITER RETURNS TO THE MAIN THOUGHT OF CHRISS MINISTRY
A. He had introduced this in the beginning of cleaj.
B. He left it to show the superiority of the neweaant.

Il. THIS LESSON CONTAINS THE FOLLOWING DIVISIONS

A. Consider the earthly tabernacle (9:1 - 9:5)
B. Consider the services performed there (9:60)0:1
C. Now consider the perfect service of Christ (9:9128)
D. The offerings of the old and new are compar€dl(1 10:18)

BODY
I. THE ARRANGEMENT OF THE EARTHLY TABERNACLE (9:1 9:5)
A. Although it was an earthly tabernacle, it wagmkly authorized. (v. 1)
1. Moses was given the details of its constructigmodus 25-27)
2. The pattern was to be followed. (vv. 1, 5; Ex©86:9)
B. The first area was the “Holy Place.” (v. 2)

1. Here all the priests could minister.

2. It contained the candlestick, table of shewbraad the altar of incense.

3. All Christians are now priests serving in thdyHelace, the Church. (1 Peter 2:5, 9)

C. The second area was the “Most Holy Place.” 3v8)

1. Only the high priest ministered in this areae\ticus 16:12)

2. It contained the golden censor, the ark of theenant containing a golden pot of
manna, Aaron’s rod that budded, and the tableseotbvenant, and, above the ark, the
cherubim overshadowing the mercy seat. (vv. 3-5)

3. This portion was only a type of heaven wherelogi priest, Christ, now serves.
(6:20; 8:1, 2)

Il. THE SERVICES OF THE EARTHLY TABERNACLE (9:69:10)
A. The priests ministered in the Holy Place. (v. 6)
1. Their duties included trimming the lamps, bugiincense morning and evening, and
changing the shewbread each Sabbath.
(v. 6; Exodus 21:2; 2 Chronicles 26:16-23; Luke-11§
2. Remember, that all Christians are now priestisreaed to serve daily.
B. The high priest entered the Most Holy Place @l¢un. 7)
1. This was done once a year on the Day of Atonénfleeviticus 16)
2. He took with him blood for his own sins as wadlthose of the people. (v. 7; 7:27)
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C. This tabernacle was a figure of the “true tabel®” (v. 8)
1. God, in anticipation of Christ’'s shed blood tifisd and saved those under the Law.
(Exodus 3:6; 2 Kings 2:1, 11; Luke 16:22; Romarb326)
2. Yet, Christ’s service could not begin while thiet tabernacle was the authorized one.
(v. 8; 8:2; Matthew 27:51)
D. The first tabernacle pertained to a carnal leamsing the body but not the conscience.
(vv. 9, 10)
1. Therefore, mention is made of “meat and drifikdrious washings,” etc.
(vv. 9, 10; John 18:36; Romans 14:17)
2. This lasted until the new covenant, the “timeefbrmation.”
(Matthew 19:28; 1 Peter 3:21)
lll. THE PERFECT SERVICE OF CHRIST (9:11 - 9:28)
A. Christ was made a high priest of good thingsame. (v. 11)
1. He fulfilled the Law making types and shadowsegessary.
(Matthew 5:17, 18; Colossians 2:14)
2. The blessings derived through His service agatgr. (v. 11; 7:19, 22; 8:6)
B. He entered heaven itself with His blood. (vv-14)
1. Unlike the Aaronic order, Christ entered the Mdsly Place only one time with His
blood. (v. 12; 7:27; Titus 2:14; 1 Peter 2:24)
2. The blood of bulls and goats could purify orilg flesh. (v. 13; Numbers 8:7; 19:12)
3. The blood of Christ can purify man’s conscience.
(v. 14; 1:3; 1 Peter 3:21, 22; 2 Peter 1:3-11)
C. With His blood, the new covenant was begun. 1%+22)
1. Through His death, those who died under the dbMoses were cleansed.
(v. 15; Romans 3:25, 26)
2. For the new covenant to become valid, Christtbatie. (vv. 16, 17; Galatians 3:15)
3. Even the first covenant was inaugerated witlodblo
(vv. 18-22; Exodus 24:1-8; 40:9-11)
D. With His blood, He cleansed the “heavenly thih@ev. 23-28)
1. Unlike the service of the Levitical high prieGhrist cleansed the true tabernacle.
(vv. 23, 24)
2. Further, Jesus’ offering of Himself was doneeorfav. 25, 26; 7:27)
3. In the same way that we die and then face judgn@hrist died and will appear a
second time. (vv. 27, 28)
IV. THE OFFERINGS OF THE COVENANTS COMPARED (10:10:18)
A. The offerings under the first, could not perféat worshipers. (vv. 1-4)
1. For this reason, they were offered annuallyljv.
2. There was a remembrance of sins. (vv. 2, 3;)9:14
3. The blood of bulls and goats could not take asiag. (v. 4; 9:13; 1 Peter 3:21)
B. Christ’s offering was the perfect sacrifice. (&6v18)
1. It was offered according to the will of God.
(vv. 5-9; 2:14-18; 5:9; Psalms 40:6-8; Philippi@ns-11)
2. We are sanctified through His offering made diocall. (vv. 10-14; Psalms 110:1)
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3. To this agrees the Holy Spirit. (vv. 15-17; 8:18; Jeremiah 31:33, 34)
4. No more sacrifice for sins is necessary. (v. 18)

CONCLUSION
I. CHRIST'S SACRIFICE AND MINISTRY ARE BETTER
A. His sacrifice serves to cleanse man’s conscience
B. His service is rendered in the true tabernacle.
II. NEXT, THE WRITER PAUSES ONCE AGAIN TO ENCOURASTHE READERS
A. The “doctrinal” portion of the book is finished.
B. It remains for the writer to encourage the reade remain faithful at all cost.
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REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. What were the names of the two divisions intdternacle?

2. Is there a separate priesthood among God'’s péoghy? Explain your answer.

3. How often did the high priest under the Old &aastnt enter the Most Holy Place and make
atonement for sin?

4. We learned in this section that the gifts araifees of the Law of Moses could not make
the of man perfect.

5. How long were the ordinances of the Old Law isggbupon the Jews?

6. When a man’s conscience is cleansed, he isqiaified to serve

7. Without the shedding of , there is no remission of sins.

8. By which will is man sanctified?

9. It is not possible for the “blood of and i
to take away sins.

10. Jesus took His seat at the right hand of #gtkdf and will remain until what happens?
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EXHORTATION AND ENCOURAGEMENT
(Hebrews 10:19 - 10:39)

KEY VERSE: “For you have need of endurance, so that wherhywe done the will of God,
you may receive what was promised.” (10:36)

INTRODUCTION
I. THE REST OF THE BOOK DEALS WITH EXHORTATION AN[ENCOURAGEMENT
A. In the earlier chapters, the exhortation wasegdigafter a main point.
(2:1-4; 3:12; 4:1, 11, 14-16; 6:1, 2, 9-12)
B. However, since the beginning of chapter 7, ti@agbeen an uninterrupted discussion of
Christ’s priesthood.
Il. THIS LESSON CONTAINS THE FOLLOWING DIVISIONS
A. Draw near to God through Christ (10:19 - 10:25)
B. Beware of apostasy (10:26 - 10:31)
C. Endurance is necessary (10:32 - 10:39)

BODY
I. DRAW NEAR TO GOD THROUGH CHRIST (10:19 - 10:25)
A. Access into the Holiest has been made by CHkigt.19-21)
1. He entered there with His blood. (v. 19; 9:718, 24)
2. The veil covering the entrance was His flesh.
(v. 20; Matthew 27:51; John 10:7, 9; 14:6; Acts2:1
3. He is our High Priest. (v. 21; 4:14-16; 7:25)
B. We can have full assurance of faith. (vv. 22, 23
1. Our hearts are clean and our bodies have begmedgavith pure water.
(v. 22; 9:13, 14, 19; John 3:5; Acts 22:16; Titus; 3 Peter 3:21)
2. God is faithful to keep His promises. (v. 2314:18; 8:6; 9:23)
C. However, such assurance is conditional. (vv284,
1. We must hold fast. (v. 24; 4:14; Romans 4:19, 20
2. We must consider one another. (v. 24; Romari P5Galatians 6:1, 2)
3. We must not forsake our “assembling together.26)
II. BEWARE OF APOSTASY (10:26 - 10:31)
A. Apostasy is a willful sin. (vv. 26, 27)
1. Continuing in such a sin means there will béangiveness. (v. 26; 6:4-6; 9:28)
2. Only terrifying judgment remains. (v. 27; 9:2B)
B. Punishment will be more severe than that undeiaw of Moses. (vv. 28, 29)
1. Physical death was required under Moses’ law.
(v, 28; Numbers 15:22-31; Deuteronomy 13:6-10; 17;89:15-21)
2. For the apostate under the Law of Christ, thegtument is worse.
(v. 29; 2:9; 9:20; Matthew 10:28; John 3:16; Epharsi4:30; Titus 2:11-14)
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C. Such punishment is certain. (vv. 30, 31)
1. God’s vengeance is sure.
(v. 30; Deuteronomy 32:35, 36; Romans 12:19; 2 Salesians 1:5-10)
2. Itis a “terrifying thing to fall into the hanad the living God.”
(v. 31; 2 Samuel 24:14; Matthew 25:46)
lll. ENDURANCE IS NECESSARY (10:32 - 10:39)
A. They had endured much already. (vv. 32-34)
1. They had gone through a great amount of sufferin
(v. 32; 6:9-12; Matthew 10:34-39; Acts 8:1-4; 13)-
2. They had been made a public spectacle.
(v. 33; 11:36, 37; Acts 6, 7; 19:29; Philippiang)1:
3. They had given up earthly goods in favor of sibrimg better.
(v. 34; Matthew 6:19-21; Colossians 3:1, 2; 2 Tihyo4:6-8; 1 Peter 1:4)
B. They should not cast away their confidence. 85+39)
1. It has great reward. (v. 35; 3:6, 14; 4:14; Ti@bians 15:58; Galatians 6:8-10)
2. With patience, they would receive the promige36; Romans 5:3-5; James 1:3-12)
3. Their suffering would be lessened somewhat byctiming of the Lord in judgment on
Jerusalem. (v. 37; Matthew 24:29-31; 26:62-64; LRke8)
4. The just shall live by faith and enjoy God’'sadare. (v. 38; Habakkuk 2:4)
5. The apostate finds no pleasure with God. (v33B1, 17; 4:3, 6)

CONCLUSION
|. THE CHOICE WAS CLEAR FOR THE HEBREWS
A. They could draw near to God and His children badlessed, or they could fall away and
suffer the wrath of God.
B. The writer of Hebrews expressed confidence snhigarers that they would not fall away.
II. THE NEXT SECTION DEALS WITH THE SUBJECT OF FAH
A. Having stated that the “just shall live by faitthe writer turns his attention to some who
have done that.
B. The design of this next section is to encouthgse who are considering falling away to
imitate the faith of others who have gone befoesth
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REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. Beginning with this section, the main goal dof thriter is to

and his readers.
2. Access into the holy place is called a and
way.

3. How is it that we can have full assurance dhfa drawing near to God?

4. To maintain our assurance we must and

5. What remains for one who sins willfully?

6. How were those who were guilty of a willful anished under the Law of Moses?

7. Under Christ’s Law, one who sins willfully isigdo have *

) , and

8. What evidence does the writer give for his aderfice in them?

9. “For you have need of , sovthah you have

the Will of God, you may received what was

10. What is God'’s attitude toward one who drawckBa
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ANALYSIS OF FAITH
(Hebrews 11:1 - 11:40)

KEY VERSE: “And without faith it is impossible to please Hifioy he who comes to God
must believe that He is, and that He is a rewaofldrose who seek Him.”
(11:6)

INTRODUCTION

I. THE PRACTICAL PORTION OF THE BOOK CONTINUES
A. The previous chapter closed with an exhortatmlive by faith.
B. In this chapter, the writer defines and citearegles of faith.

II. THIS LESSON CONTAINS THE FOLLOWING DIVISIONS

A. Faith is defined (11:1 - 11:3)
B. Faith is illustrated (11:4 - 11:31)
C. Further examples of faith are given (11:32 40} :

BODY
I. THE NATURE AND POWER OF FAITH (11:1 - 11:3)
A. Faith’s nature is seen from two viewpoints. Xy.
1. Itis the assurance (substance, KJV) of thirggsed for. (v. 1; 1:3; 3:14)
2. Itis also the conviction (evidence, KJV) ofngs that are not seen.
3. The faith of a Christian enables him or hereabsured of what God has promised.
B. Proof of this nature of faith is illustratedv(\2, 3)
1. Men in the past trusted in God and were approvésaod, a fact to be shown in this
chapter. (v. 2)
2. Our acceptance by faith of the creation of tleldvby God from invisible things
demonstrates the nature of true faith.
(v. 3; Genesis 1:1; John 1:3; Romans 1:19-21)
Il. FAITH IS ILLUSTRATED FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT (1:4 - 11:31)
A. By faith, Abel made his offering to God. (v. 4)
1. Abel acted by faith. (Genesis 4:3-5; Romans 72)0:1
2. His “gift” was better because it was offeredf@yh. (v. 4; 1 Samuel 15:22)
B. By faith, Enoch was translated. (vv. 5, 6)
1. The Lord rewarded his faithfulness by sparing friom physical death.
(v. 5; Genesis 5:24; Jude 14, 15)
2. He pleased God by faith. (v. 6; 1 Peter 1:3-5)
C. By faith, Noah prepared an ark. (v. 7)
1. He was warned of something not yet seen. (I3eBiesis 6:13-22)
2. He moved with fear, and, by acting on God’s waahdemned the world.
(Matthew 12:42, 43; 1 Peter 3:18; 4:4)
3. He became an heir of righteousness. (Romans 3:2Z; Philippians 3:9)
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D. By faith, Abraham obeyed God. (vv. 8-10)
1. He went to a place not yet seen by him. (v. &)1&3is 12:1-3)
2. He lived as a foreigner in the land.
(v. 9; Genesis 15:6; 23:3-20; Acts 7:5; Colossiars 2; 1 Peter 2:11, 12)
3. He looked for a city built by God. (v. 10; 12)22
E. By faith, Sarah received ability to conceive. (Y1, 12)
1. Her faith led her to judge God to be faithfuHis promise.
(v. 11; Genesis 17:17; 18:9-15; Romans 4:20, 21)
2. As aresult, Isaac was born. (v. 12; Genesi5; 22:17)
F. Collectively, it can be said that they “diedaith.” (vv. 13-16)
1. They preferred living as strangers in ordeteeive the promise.
(v. 13; John 8:56; Galatians 3:16; Ephesians 11 Heter 1:17; 2:11)
2. They were seeking a “heavenly country.” (vv. 18)
3. God is not ashamed of them. (v. 16; Romans 15:4)
4. Only by imitating their faith will we arrive ithat “heavenly country.”
G. By faith, Abraham offered up Isaac. (vv. 17-19)
1. This test of his faith resulted in his justiticen.
(v. 17; Genesis 22:1-14; James 2:21-24)
2. He complied with God's command even though Isaecthe promised seed.
(v. 18; Genesis 17:17-21; Romans 9:7)
3. He believed God could raise Isaac from the de@ad.9; Genesis 21:12; Romans 4:17)
H. By faith, Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau. (v. 20)
1. This blessing must have been by faith sincetheent circumstances indicated no great
future ahead. (Genesis 27:26-40)
2. It spoke of the nations to come from them. (Rosr2c10-13)
l. By faith, Jacob blessed Joseph’s sons. (v. 21)
1. He “adopted” them and blessed them. (Genesis 23)
2. He was devoted to God. (Genesis 47:31)
J. By faith, Joseph knew that Israel would leavgdEgv. 22)
1. Although he prospered in Egypt, he believed ®@odld deliver Israel. (Genesis 50:24)
2. He even gave orders concerning his body. (Jo2ihig2)
K. By faith, Moses’ parents hid him. (v. 23)
1. Amram and Jochabed defied the king’s order. @tsdl:22)
2. They trusted in God. (Exodus 2:3; Daniel 3:1$-18
L. By faith, Moses chose to serve God. (vv. 24-28)
1. He chose the reproach of Christ instead ofitiiees of Egypt.
(vv. 24-26; 2 Corinthians 4:17; 12:10)
2. He forsook Egypt and endured hardship. (v. Zodts 2:13-15; 1 Peter 1:8)
3. He kept the Passover. (v. 28; Exodus 12:3-32)
M. By faith, the Israelites passed through the Bed. (vv. 29, 30)
1. They trusted God to deliver them. (v. 29; Exotld}
2. They followed God's instructions and took Jeoich
(v. 30; Joshua 6:8-21; 2 Corinthians 10:4, 5)
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N. By faith, Rahab’s life was spared. (v. 31)

1.
2.

She hid the spies, and was rewarded. (Josht2223:22-25; Matthew 1:5)
Her working faith justified her. (James 2:25)

lll. FURTHER EXAMPLES OF FAITH ARE GIVEN (11:32 -1t40)
A. Without giving details, the writer mentions otbe(v. 32)

1.

2.
3.

Four of them were judges in Israel.

(Judges 4:1 - 5:31; 6:11 - 8:32; 11:1 - 12:7; 1316:31)

Samuel was both a judge and prophet. (1 Samiel1®:25)

David was Israel’s second king. (1 Samuel 163]1,17:1-58; Acts 13:22)

B. He then summarized their deeds. (vv. 33-38)

1.

6.

7.

Some subdued kingdoms (Judges; 2 Samuel 5) 8JifiGacts of righteousness
(1 Samuel 12:4; 2 Samuel 8:15; Acts 10:35), obthpremises (6:12, 15; 9:15; 10:36),
and stopped the mouths of lions. (Judges 14:5Saruel 17:33-36; Daniel 6:20-23)

. Others quenched the violence of fire (Isaial24Baniel 3:19-28; 1 Peter 4:12),

escaped the edge of the sword (1 Samuel 18:1; 1921a Kings 6:14-23, 31-33; 19:1-
16; Jeremiah 36:26), were made strong (JudgesZ512-Corinthians 12:9, 10), were
valiant in war (Psalms 18:32-45), and put enemyiesrto flight. (1 Samuel 16:13-22;
17:51, 52; 2 Samuel 8:1-8)

. Still others received their dead to life agdirkK{ngs 17:17-24; 2 Kings 4:18-37), were

tortured (Acts 5:29), and obtained a better restioe. (John 5:28, 29; Acts 24:15;
Philippians 3:11)

. Some were mocked and scourged (Judges 16:2iigs B2: 24), and put in prison.

(Jeremiah 20:2, 7; 37:15)

. They were stoned and cut asunder (2 ChronideX22; Matthew 11:35; 23:37; Luke

13:34), tempted (Matthew 4:1- 11; Luke 22:40-4@) &illed with the sword.
(Jeremiah 36:23; Acts 12:1, 2)

They wandered in sheepskins and goatskins (¢§Kii7:3-9; 19:3-14; Matthew 3:4),
and were destitute, afflicted, and tormented. (Mait 8:20; 1 Corinthians 4:9-13)
Of such the world is not worthy. (v. 38; JohnGl71.2-16)

C. All these gained approval through faith. (vv, 39)

1.
2.

Yet, they did not see the fulfilment of the prsencompletely. (v. 39; 6:15; John 8:56)
God had provided something better for them and u
(v. 40; Ephesians 3:5, 6; 1 Peter 1:10-12)

CONCLUSION
I. THE NATURE AND POWER OF FAITH HAS BEEN DEMONSTRIAED
A. All of these acted “by faith.”
B. Because of their faith, they gained God’s appltov
II. NEXT, THE WRITER MAKES THE APPLICATION TO HISREADERS
A. Such great deeds were recorded as examples to us
B. If we imitate their faith, then we can also gtie approval of God.

-34-



REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. What description is given of faith?

2. The worlds were framed by the of so that
the things which are seen were not made of things

3. “But without itis to please
Him, for he that comes to God must believe and

4. Show how Abel acted by faith.

5. What kind of country were those who are disadissé¢his lesson seeking?

6. Why did Moses make the choices that he did?

7. What was a severe test of Abraham'’s faith?

8. Some were tortured, not accepting deliveramcerder to obtain a better

9. Although all of those mentioned in this chapeareived a “good report,” they did not
receive .

10. What can a person conclude about the doatfiffaith only” after studying this chapter and
why?
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FURTHER ENCOURAGEMENT
(Hebrews 12:1 - 12:29)

KEY VERSE: “Therefore, since we have so great a cloud ofegises surrounding us, let us
also lay aside every encumbrance, and the sin veu&asily entangles us, and
let us run with endurance the race that is setrbefs.” (12:1)

INTRODUCTION
I. THE WRITER RETURNS TO THE SUBJECT OF ENCOURAGEME
A. He left it earlier in order to show them theuratof faith.
B. Now it remained for him to make the applicatadrwhat he had taught about faith.
II. THIS LESSON CONTAINS THE FOLLOWING DIVISIONS
A. They must run the race before them (12:1 - 12:3)
B. They will have to endure affliction (12:4 - 12)1
C. They should be more resolved to endure (1211217)
D. They must exhibit greater zeal (12:18 - 12:29)

BODY
I. RUN THE RACE SET BEFORE US (12:1 - 12:3)
A. The faithful witnesses ran the race before thi@ml)
1. They have run the race and are now spectat@isguothers on.
(v. 1; Matthew 12:41, 42)
2. We must run the race with patience, or enduraane lay aside sin.
(Matthew 10:36, 37; 2 Corinthians 7:1; Colossiarts& 1 Timothy 6:9, 10)
3. Lay aside the sin of unbelief. (3:12, 19; 4:112; 10:38)
B. Jesus ran the race before Him. (vv. 2, 3)
1. He is the author and perfecter of our faith,ihgendured the cross and despised the
shame.
(v. 2; 2:10; 10:5-12; Psalms 22:6-8; Matthew 26%&8;,27:27-44; Acts 3:15; 5:31)
2. He endured and has taken His place at the mayid of God.
(v. 3; 1:3; 3:1; 4:14; 8:1; 10:12; 1 Peter 2:23)
3. We must run the race and not grow weary. (2r@mans 4:1, 16; Galatians 6:9)
II. ENDURE AFFLICTION AS THE CHILDREN OF GOD (12:412:11)
A. Consider its relative lightness. (v. 4)
1. They had not yet shed blood in resisting sin.
(v. 4; 10:32-34; Acts 7:56-60; 2 Timothy 4:6-8)
2. Christians are in a battle. (Ephesians 6:10-19)
B. Remember that chastening works for our good. %vi0)
1. The Lord loves those He chastens. (vv. 5, 6; &mb:3-5; James 1:12; 5:11)
2. The Father scourges every son He receives.
(v. 6; 2 Samuel 7:14; Acts 14:22; 2 Corinthians7}:1
3. Chastening is evidence of son ship.
(vv. 7, 8; 1 Samuel 2:29; 3:15; Proverbs 22:1512314; 29:15)
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4. If we respected our earthly father who discigdirus, why would we not respect God
more? (vv. 9, 10)
C. The outcome of chastening is righteousnesd.1(v.
1. Itis not joyous at the moment, but it yieldsfiuit later. (v. 11; Proverbs 15:10; 19:18)
2. Through chastening we become righteous. (Romzans)
lll. BE MORE RESOLVED THAN EVER TO ENDURE (12:1212:17)
A. March on with new courage. (vv. 12, 13)
1. Lift up your hands, and strengthen your kneeslZ; Isaiah 35:3; 1 Thessalonians 5:14)
2. Make straight paths for your feet. (v. 13; 18a8®:8-10; Jeremiah 18:15)
B. Promote peace and holiness. (v. 14)
1. Try to live agreeably. (Romans 12:18; 14:19;aBahs 5:22, 23; Ephesians 4:1-8)
2. Yet, be holy in order to see God. (2 Corinthiéris/; 7:1; 1 Peter 1:15, 16)
C. Do not come short of God’s grace. (vv. 15-17)
1. Don't fall from grace. (v. 15; 6:4-6; 10:26-2BCorinthians 10:1-12)
2. Don't be defiled by bitterness.
(v. 15; Deuteronomy 29:16-21; Joshua 6:18; 7:2522Bmothy 2:16, 17)
3. Don'’t be like Esau who was rejected. (vv. 16,Gé&nesis 25:27-34; 27:31-41)
IV. EXHIBIT EVEN GREATER ZEAL (12:18 - 12:29)
A. They were serving under a better covenant. 18v23)
1. The previous covenant came from Sinai.
(vv. 18, 19; Exodus 19:12-19; Deuteronomy 4:11258)
2. All of the people, including Moses,. were afreachpproach God.
(vv. 20, 21; Exodus 20:18, 19)
3. They had come to Mount Zion, the heavenly Jéeusa
(vv. 22, 23; Luke 10:20; Philippians 4:3)
B. They have a better mediator with greater authofv. 24-27)
1. Jesus is our mediator. (v. 24; 8:6; 9:14; 1(8411:40; 1 Timothy 2:5)
2. We cannot refuse to listen to Jesus. (vv. 251728, 29; Exodus 19:18; Haggai 2:6, 7)
C. They have a more stable kingdom. (vv. 28, 29)
1. This kingdom cannot be moved. (v. 28; Daniei22 Peter 1:11)
2. Therefore, they should serve God with reveremcefear. (v. 29; 10:27; Romans 11:22)

CONCLUSION
I. THE APPLICATION HAS BEEN MADE
A. If those in the Old Testament endured, thenaddcthey.
B. Furthermore, Jesus is an example of one whoreddu
Il. THE LAST SECTION OF THE BOOK IS ONE OF PRACTAC APPLICATION
A. Remember, we are part of an enduring Kingdom.
B. The privilege of being a part of that Kingdomréss with it certain responsibilities.
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REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. Of what value to those running the race is tredt cloud of withesses?”

2. In order to run the race properly, we must ksiga

and

3. For the joy set before Him, Jesus

now

4. What were the main reasons given for them tgrmw weary and lose heart?

and has

5. Enduring persecution is referred to as striagginst

6. What is the value of the “chastening of the [2§rd

7. Although no discipline at the moment it is givenoyful, later it yields the fruit of

8. What are some suggestions that will keep us feolimng of the grace of God?

9. What better things in Christ help us to endure?

10. We should serve God with and

for “our God is a i
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PRACTICAL EXHORTATIONS
(Hebrews 13:1 - 13:25)

KEY VERSE: “Now the God of peace, who brought up from theddiee great Shepherd of
the sheep through the blood of the eternal coveeaph Jesus our Lord, equip
you in every good thing to do His will, working us that which is pleasing in
His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be theydlarever and ever. Amen.”

(13:20, 21)

INTRODUCTION
I. THE MAIN POINT OF THE EPISTLE HAS BEEN ACCOMPLHKED
A. Christ and His covenant has been exalted.
B. Exhortation has been given to those who wedaimger of returning to Judaism.
Il. THIS LESSON CONTAINS THE FOLLOWING DIVISIONS
A. Remember personal responsibilities (13:1 - 13:7)
B. Be steadfast in doctrine and practice (13:8:1713
C. Bear with exhortation (13:18 - 13:25)

BODY
. REMEMBER PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITIES (13:1 - 13:7)
A. Love the brethren. (v. 1)
1. Loving the brethren was a sign of disciplesf®pl0, 11; 10:24; John 13:34, 35)
2. Love one another from the heart. (1 Peter 2Reter 1:7)
B. Practice hospitality. (v. 2)
1. This was an obligation under the Law as wekwticus 19:34)
2. Practice it without complaining. (1 Peter 4:9)
3. Who knows what good may come? (Genesis 18:29:0-3)
C. Remember those in bonds. (v. 3)
1. As they had done in the past, they were to nasti(10:34)
2. Onesiphorus is a good example. (2 Timothy 1:86-1
D. Be faithful in marriage. (v. 4)
1. Many disregarded God’s law of marriage. (Mattli@al-12; 1 Corinthians 7:1-7)
2. Adultery is condemned. (Romans 7:3; 1 Corinthiéu®-11; Galatians 5:19-21)
E. Be content with what you have. (vv. 5, 6)
1. Be free of covetousness. (v. 5; ColossiansBBTHEmothy 6:6-10)
2. Put your confidence in God. (v. 6; Matthew 635-Philippians 4:5-7)
F. Remember your spiritual leaders. (v. 7)
1. They taught you the Word of God. (Acts 2:42;drithians 4:14-16)
2. Imitate their faithful example. (1 Corinthiank:1; Philippians 3:17)
Il. BE STEADFAST IN DOCTRINE AND PRACTICE (13:813:17)
A. Consider the unchangeable nature of Chris8)v.
1. He like the Father does not change. (James 1:17)
2. We can count on Him to help us. (4:14-16; 71252)
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B. Do not be carried away by false doctrines. jv. 9
1. We must strive for maturity. (Ephesians 4:14-16)
2. Avoid the doctrines of Judaism. (1 Timothy 4)1-5
C. Remember, we partake of Christ’s sacrifice. (\¥+12)
1. Those who still served the tabernacle did ndt@uld not share with those in Christ.
(v. 10; John 6:47; 1 Corinthians 9:13; 10:18)
2. Those still making animal sacrifices did noteutcChrist.
(v. 11; Leviticus 4:7, 12, 18, 21, 6:30)
3. Jesus suffered outside the camp (Jerusalemplwtio would partake of Him must do
so outside the camp (Judaism). (v. 12)
D. Further, we must share His reproach. (vv. 13-16)
1. Leaving Judaism would bring reproach, and e\eaird
(v. 13; Acts 6, 7; 2 Timothy 4:6-8; 1 Peter 4:14-16
2. We have no city here, but seek a heavenly one.
(v. 14; 11:9, 10, 12-16; 12:22; 1 Peter 2:11, 12)
3. For this reason, let’s praise God. (v. 15; Efres5:19, 20; 1 Peter 2:5)
4. Show our thankfulness by helping others.
(v. 16; Acts 10:38; Galatians 6:10; Ephesians 4:28)
E. Remember those that have the rule over yol7v.
1. These are the elders of the church. (Acts 14:2Z3mothy 3:1-7; Titus 1:5-9)
2. They watch for souls. (Acts 20:28-31; 1 Pet@) 5:
. FINAL EXHORTATIONS (13:18 - 13:25)
A. The writer asks for their prayers. (vv. 18, 19)
1. His goal was to have a good conscience and covhduself honorably.
(v. 18; Ephesians 4:15; 1 Timothy 1:5)
2. He believed in the power of prayer. (v. 19; Jausd 6)
B. He prayed in their behalf. (vv. 20, 21)
1. He addressed it to God who raised Jesus frorddhd. (v. 20; John 10:11; Romans 1:4)
2. He prayed for God to equip them for good works.
(v. 21; Ephesians 2:10; Philippians 2:12, 13; 2sBaéonians 2:13)
C. He closed with some final admonitions. (vv. B)-2
1. Bear with these exhortations. (v. 22)
2. Take notice of Timothy's freedom. (v. 23)
3. Greet the saints there for him, and may Godisgbe with them. (vv. 24, 25)

CONCLUSION
I. THIS BRINGS TO A CLOSE A VERY POWERFUL EPISTLE
A. Its purpose was to convince them of the bettay through Christ.
B. Hopefully, they chose to remain loyal to Christ.
Il. LET'S MAKE THE APPLICATION TO OUR LIVES
A. Satan seeks to get us to return to the world.
B. May we realize and appreciate the way to thbdfanade available to us by Christ.
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REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. By loving each other as Christians, Jesus saidmen could know that we are

2. What reason was given for practicing hospitality

3. Compare God'’s view of marriage with the viewnadny in the world.

4. What reason was given to motivate us to be ovomtgh what we have?

5. What limitation is there in imitating other faitil saints?

6. What is the application in verse 8 concernirgude

7. What particular false doctrine must have beeunlting the Hebrews?

8. Who had no right to eat at the altar at whighidebrews were eating?

9. “Through Him then, let us continually offer up a

of

to God, thidadruit of

that give thanks to His name.” (NASB)

10. What must our attitude be toward the eldetv@ichurch and why?
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