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‘“FOR WE DO NOT HAVE A HIGH PRIEST WHO CANNOT SYMPATIZE
WITH OUR WEAKNESSES, BUT ONE WHO HAS BEEN TEMPTEM IALL
THINGS AS WE ARE, YET WITHOUT SIN.” (HEBREWS 4:}5



FOREWARD

The lessons in this series are based on the Fl@Qudlage Lectures held on
February 3-6, 1997. The outlines have been pratifroen the texts of the lessons
found in The Bible Doctrine of Sin, Florida College Annuadtures, 1997and
published by the Florida College Bookstore in Tesmpérrace, FL.

Speakers and Topics

What is Sin? Bob Buchanon

Sin and The Nature of Man Daniel W. Petty
The Nature of Temptation Rickie Jenkins

Sins of Omission Michael L. Vierheller
Sins of The Heart R. J. Stephens

Sins of The Tongue Albert R. Dickson
Sins in The Home Robert E. Speer
The Sin of Division Al Craig

Atonement for Sin Bill Moseley
Confession of Sins Bobby L. Graham
The Punishment of Sin Thomas L. Andrews
The Word: Safeguard Against Sin Ed Harrell
Perfecting Holiness Bill Hall

While the author has borrowed heavily from thedees, he has included some of his
own material as well. For a more thorough treatnodérthe subject matter, see the
lecture book itself. It is my desire that muclod@nd no harm has been done in
putting this lesson book together.



BIBLE DOCTRINE OF SIN

LESSON NO. LESSON TITLE
1 WHAT IS SIN?
2 SIN AND THE NATURE OF MAN
3 THE NATURE OF TEMPTATION
4 SINS OF OMISSION
5 SINS OF THE HEART
6 SINS OF THE TONGUE
7 SINS IN THE HOME
8 THE SIN OF DIVISION
9 ATONEMENT FOR SIN
10 CONFESSION OF SINS
11 THE PUNISHMENT OF SIN
12 THE WORD: SAFEGUARD AGAINST SIN
13 PERFECTING HOLINESS




WHAT ISSIN?
(Genesis 3:1-24)

INTRODUCTION
[. SIN IS ALMOST FORGOTTEN IN OUR SOCIETY
A. Liberals want to act as if sin cannot be ideedif
B. However, the Bible plainly teaches that thersush a thing as sin.
C. We must be reminded that sin is a horriblegh{Romans 7:14-25)
Il. SIN IS A TREACHEROUS PROBLEM FOR ALL OF MANKIR
A. Every problem in the world is directly or indatéy the result of sin. (Genesis 3:16-19)
B. Aging and death result from sin entering theldiofl Corinthians 15:20-23)
C. Diseases such as AIDS are most often the refsin.
lll. WE NEED TO BE REMINDED OF THE TERRIBLENESS C#HN
A. Part of the problem is that we get used to@m some even excuse it. (2 Peter 2:7)
B. The world wants to label everything a sicknéissiah 5:20)
C. Sin is a “reproach to any people.” (Proverb$84}:

BODY
|. CONSIDER THE OLD TESTAMENT CONCEPT OF SIN
A. The fundamental idea was that of disobediendgdd.
1. Categorizing sin as sins of weakness, or igra@aor incidental, serves to minimize it.
2. Adam and Eve wilfully disobeyed God. (Genes 3:
3. Sin grows and multiplies. (Matthew 16:6, 11; dri@thians 5:6; 15:33; 2 Timothy 2:17)
4. Remember that God destroyed the world because afrowth of sin. (Genesis 6:5, 6)
B. Under the Law of Moses, explicit terms for siare/ used.
1. Iniquity, meaning “perversion, or distortion&stribed Israel’s sin.
(Numbers 14:32-34)
2. Transgression was conscious rebellion againdt (3ob 34:37)
3. Wickedness describes sin after it becomes hab{tl Samuel 15:23)
C. Sin must be taken seriously.
1. Like many in the Bible, people today are pramexcusing sin. (1 Samuel 15:20, 21)
2. Sin is a mark of one who disobeys God, regasdd&she reason(s) for doing so.
3. Sin separates us from God. (Isaiah 59:1, 2)
II. CONSIDER THE NEW TESTAMENT CONCEPT OF SIN
A. As we would expect, the New Testament teactsrgmilar.
1. While sin is cataloged in several passages,nbt categorized. (Galatians 5:19-21)
2. We must be reminded that all sin is disobedi¢acgod.
3. All sin is ultimately against God. (2 Samuel1i2:Psalm 51:4)
B. Several terms are used in the New Testament.
1. The Greek wortlarmatia meaning to “miss the marks one of the most common,
and describes those who have fallen short of Ggidly. (Romans 3:23)
2. It describes the state of all who sin as weli@ag single sinful thought or action.
(Romans 6:1; Galatians 3:22; 1 Corinthians 6:18)s8:11)
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3. The Greek worgarabasistranslated transgression, involves stepping ovmumdary
line. (Matthew 15:3; Acts 1:25; James 2:11; 1 J8i#)

4. Another wordparaptoma almost a synonym, means to blunder into forbideeritory.
(Romans 11:11, 12)

5. Lawlessness, from the Greek wartbmia,is a violation of God’s law, and is
sometimes translated iniquity. (Matthew 7:23; 1rJ8t4)

6. Ungodliness, from the Greek wadebeiais defined by Thayer as “want of reverence
toward God, impiety, ungodliness.” (Romans 1:182612 Timothy 2:16; Titus 2:12;
Jude 15)

7. Unrighteousness, from the Greek wadika, is used when speaking of personal
relations between people. (1 John 5:17)

8. Debt, from the Greek wopheleimais used once in the sense of sin. (Matthew 6:12;
Luke 11:4)

9. Other words, such as evil, falsehood, darkreess jgnorance, describe various aspects
of the effects of sin that man must overcome.

C. Sin has brought devastation to the world.

1. Adam and Eve unleashed its consequences iratdery

2. Too much time and energy have been spent byltggans” debating the origin of sin,
and too little time has been used to fight it.

3. Calvinism has served only to mask the truth abwuand its deadly consequences.

lll. THE GOOD NEWS IS THAT SIN IS CURABLE
A. Man can overcome the deadly effects of sin.

1. This can only take place with help from GodJ¢hn 2:13, 14)

2. The power of God working in us is greater tHampgower of Satan. (1 John 4:4)

3. We must not allow sin to reign in our bodiesoiffiins 6:12)

B. By God’s grace and our faith we can be saved.

1. We can have peace with God, and be reconciléfinbo (Romans 5:1, 2, 6-10)

2. Faith in Christ involves recognizing Him as ee who broke the power of sin.
(Colossians 1:20-22)

3. Our sins can be washed away by His blood. (A2t$6; Romans 6:3, 4)

CONCLUSION

I. WE MUST UNDERSTAND HOW DEADLY SIN IS AS A DESTRYER
II. BY COMMITTING OUR LIVES TO GOD WE CAN BE CURED
I1l. HAVE YOU BEEN CLEANSED?



REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. What has the world done to the concept of sin?

N

. How can it be said that every problem in tloelgvcan be related to sin in some way?

3. What are some ways in which we “get usedn@”si

4. What were some of the terms used in the Offaheent for sin?

5. Sin us from God.

6. Discuss some of the terms used in the Newafemtt for sin.

7. Give some words other than the specific tetrasdescribe some of the effects of sin that
man must overcome.

8. The terrible consequences of sin were setatiam by and

when they sinned in the of

9. John said that we can overcome the effecttndfecause “greater is He that is in
than he that is in the

10. Explain how Jesus’ blood is involved in washawgay our sins.




SIN AND THE NATURE OF MAN
(Ezekiel 18:1-32)

INTRODUCTION
I. THIS TOPIC IS CRUCIAL TO OUR OVERALL SUBJECT
A. As we will see, there has been a great deabofroversy concerning man’s nature.
B. Other than angels, man is the only part of aweab whom sin applies.
C. Only man needs to ask any questions about sin.
Il. MAN IS THE HEIGHT OF GOD’S EARTHLY CREATION
A. We are still made to wonder at God’s concernufar(Psalm 8)
B. Man was placed in charge of the earth and atlighin it. (Hebrews 2:5-8)
C. Jesus came in the form of a man, not an arigebréws 2:9, 16-18)
ll. SEVERAL QUESTIONS NEED TO BE ANSWERED
A. What is there about man’s nature that makepassible for him?
B. Why do people sin, and is sin inevitable?
C. How does sin affect mankind?

BODY
I. CONSIDER THE NATURE OF MAN

A. Man is made in the image of God.
1. God breathed life into man, and he became agigoul.” (Genesis 2:7)
2. Unlike the animals who have life, man was mad@ad’s image. (Genesis 1:26)
3. There is a part of man that lives beyond thegréPsalm 16:10)
4. Because we are made in His image and have tlitg sdochoose, we have a moral

obligation to obey God. (Genesis 2:16, 17)

B. Man is accountable for his choices.
1. Adam and Eve chose to act according to their wiirand not God’s. (Genesis 3:1-7)
2. Their rebellious action fits the definition ahsn the Bible. (1 John 3:4)
3. Motivated by worldly desires mankind often falsort of God’s glory. (Romans 3:23)

C. Notice the outcome of the choice that was made.
1. They were ashamed of their sin and attemptéidtie
2. God called upon them to give account of thenesel{Genesis 3:8-13)
3. Animals are not morally accountable, and, tleeeefhave no sense of shame.

II. NOTICE THE CONSEQUENCES OF SIN

A. Some seemed to come naturally.
1. The shame that Adam and Eve felt demonstragesftact of human guilt.
2. Something had changed once sin entered thes.liv
3. They became moral cowards as they attempteduiftdlse blame to someone else.

B. Other consequences were imposed by God uposetpent, woman, the ground, and man.
1. The serpent was cursed above all cattle and)easl enmity would exist between his

seed and the seed of a woman. (Genesis 3:14, 15,8144, Revelation 12:9)

2. The temptation in the garden was the first €fddiSatan to ensnare man. (1 Peter 5:8)



3. The woman would have increased pain in childbgaand she would be ruled over by
her husband. (Genesis 3:16; 1 Timothy 2:13-15)

4. On man’s account the ground was cursed sotthadught forth thistles, and man
would have to labor for his sustenance. (Gene4is-39)

5. Furthermore, man would return to the dust, gesteareference to death.

C. Despite the darkness of the hour, there wag affaope for mankind.

1. Ultimately, the seed of the woman would defedtt8. (Genesis 3:15; Galatians 4:4)

2. This is what the work of Christ was all abo&Reyelation 12:5)

3. Jesus gained the victory over sin and deattrgtes 2:14; 1 John 3:8)

4. Adam and Eve died spiritually when they sinneenethough their physical death was
yet to come. (Genesis 3:23, 24; Isaiah 59:1, 2eBjaims 2:1-5)

5. Sin and death are universal problems for maom@hs 3:23; 5:12)

[ll. CONSIDER SOME HISTORIC THEORIES CONCERNING MASICORRUPTION
A. Palagius emphasized the free will of man.

1. Rejecting earlier suggestions that man was somé¢hinted because of Adam'’s sin, he
believed that man has the natural ability to “b&ithand not to sin, so that we confess
ourselves to have always free willTi{e Christian View of MarH. D. McDonald)

2. He did not believe that man sins out of necgssit

3. Palagius did not believe that God acted diremtlghe heart of a sinner.

B. Augustine emphasized the corruption that canmupankind as a result of Adam’s sin.

1. While he agreed that man was created moralighijpand free, he believed that the
guilt of Adam’s sin was passed on to all Adam’stpagy at birth.

2. He believed he found proof for “original sin” $everal passages.

3. Church tradition was in favor of his idea asleviced by the practice of infant baptism.

4. He believed that man was only free to do wramgl sin became universal by
procreation, not imitation.

5. In Augustine’s view, enabling grace from God trhesgiven miraculously before one
can overcome the curse of sin.

C. Catholicism entered the controversy in Augusticiy.

1. After Palagius’ views were condemned by the Cdwi Carthage in 418, some only
accepted the doctrine of original sin while rejegtAugustine’s ideas on predestination
and the bondage of man’s will.

2. The Council of Orange in 529 upheld a moderat® wf Augustine’s ideas concerning
original sin and the need for divine grace whicts\adsuperadded gift” of God to
restore original righteousness.

3. The Council of Trent in 1537 affirmed the dawtriof original sin and its consequences
by stating that man “was changed in body and smuhfe worse.”

D. Calvinism became a prominent doctrine of theé&tant reformation.

1. Most of the reformers, such as Martin Luther dokn Calvin, agreed with Augustine.
2. The Augsburg Confession of 1530, followed byHanans, declares that “all men who
are born according to the course of nature areaseed and born in sin.'Qreeds of

The ChurchesJohn H. Leith)
3. John Calvin set forth the complete doctrineigimstitutes of Christian Religion
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4. The influence of Calvin can be seen in othegiels confessions and creeds such as
the Westminster Confession used by the PresbytandrReformed churches.
E. Arminianism became a serious challenge to #dittonal Protestant view of original sin.
1. Jacob Arminius, who lived from 1560-1609, anldeos in the Netherlands, rejected
certain portions of Calvinism such as the totaldage of man’s will, predestination
based on an eternal decree, and that inheriteédgpincludes imputed guilt.
2. They believed that actual sin is that whichasmmitted by the individual, not just the
possession of evil tendencies.
3. He believed that at birth God gives us a spétialence of the Spirit to counteract the
effect of inherited depravity.
4. The Methodists, Nazarenes, and Pentecostalsaligrfellow Arminian doctrine.
IV. CONSIDER WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT ORIGINAL SIN
A. Many passages are presented in defense ofdbtsire.
1. One book presents 48 Bible references in defefisgal inherited depravity.
2. Upon closer examination, one discovers that uramged assumptions are made in
order to arrive at the desired conclusion.
3. We will only examine a few of the more well-knoviproof texts.”
B. Some teach that David claimed that he was bogamiin Psalm 51.
1. However, in this passage, David takes full resgmlity for his sin, and never suggests
that he was powerless to resist temptation. (\4) 1-
2. Like all of us, David was born into a world folf sin, but we are not born in sin.
3. Some seem to be determined to sin, but everddest not argue that the whole human
race is born in sin. (Psalm 58:3)
4. Furthermore, Jesus welcomed infants to Himaald, taught that we must become as
little children in order to enter the kingdom. (NMew 18:1-6)
C. Others say that Paul taught we are “by natuitdreim of wrath” from the day we are born.
1. While it is true that the wonghusis can refer to the state of someone at birth, i ma
also mean something that has come about by hapraetice.
2. The context of this passage shows that theyobkad influenced by the world around
them, and had acquired the nature of wrath. (Ephes2:1-3)
D. Still others say that Paul taught in Romans BhB2 we are all sinners because of Adam.
1. Augustine concluded from this passage that iamdthe entire human race sinned.
2. Notice that the passage goes on to say “fdraalé sinned.”
3. Furthermore, if becoming sinners was uncondai@m man’s part, then why wouldn’t
man become justified unconditionally because ofis€h{Romans 5:17-19)

CONCLUSION
|. THE BIBLE TEACHES THAT MAN IS RESPONSIBLE FOR BIOWN SINS
II. EVERY PERSON HAS THE ABILITY TO CHOOSE WHETHERO SERVE GOD
. WE ARE MADE IN THE IMAGE OF GOD AND SHOULD BEHOLY AS HE IS HOLY



REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. Out of all creation, sin is only a problem to and

2. Jesus took on the form of d was as we are, and
yet He did not

3. Explain what it means to be created in thegenaf God.

4. After Adam and Eve had sinned, they were and themselves
from God.

5. Give some of the consequences imposed by Gddlam and Eve after they sinned.

6. What consequence was imposed on the serpemsfmle in their sin?

7. What were some of the differences between tws/df Augustine and Palagius about man
and sin?

8. The man who summarized the views of Augusdime others in a set of books callEue
Institutes of Christian Religiomas

9. How do we know that Psalm 51 does not teaglidctrine of original sin?

10. The word “nature” in Ephesians 2:3 means soimgtiat one does by longstanding
, and not as a odsdtne corruption from birth.




THE NATURE OF TEMPTATION
(James 1:1-18)

INTRODUCTION
I. TEMPTATION IS SOMETHING THAT EVERY PERSON FACES
A. We must understand what the Bible says abouptation.
B. As with other subjects, we cannot rely on arheotssource for our information.
C. False doctrines prevail on the nature of tengotads it applies to mankind.
II. CONSIDER THE DEFINITION OF TEMPTATION
A. Temptation is something done to us, and hasimgtio do with whether or not we yield.
B. Our word “attempt” is closely related to the @dtemptation.”
C. The tempter may fail to persuade us to yield wrihave been tempted nonetheless.
lll. SEVERAL FACTS ARE CLEAR REGARDING TEMPTATION
A. Temptations in various forms will come to allw.
B. Temptation to sin is not sin, or Jesus wouldehlagen guilty of sin. (Hebrews 4:15, 16)
C. Jesus was tempted in the same ways that wénaeeHe lived on earth as a man.

BODY
I. THE WORD “TEMPTATION” IS USED IN DIFFERENT WAYS

A. The original meaning was somewhat general.

1. The Greek worgeirazooriginally meant “to try, to endeavor, to attempiget one to
do a thing.” Thayer’'s Greek-English Lexicon)

2. Luke used it to describe when Paul and $ileesl to go into Bithynia. (Acts 16:7)
3. Recall that Pautied to join the church in Jerusalem. (Acts 9:26)

B. At times, temptation involves a test of one’arctter.
1. Not all temptation involves an enticement toedd.
2. Abraham’s faith was tested in the matter of ifig up Isaac. (Genesis 22:12)
3. Like Lot, we may have our faith tested by oursundings. (2 Peter 2:7, 8)

C. At other times, temptation takes place withnefiee to trials.
1. The trial may or may not involve doing wrona@ar@ks 1:2-4; 1 Peter 1:6)
2. Job suffered many trials as a test of his faith.
3. Our faith can only grow as a result of triaRofnhans 5:3-5; James 1:3, 12)

D. Perhaps the most familiar use of the word tetigtas with reference to sin.
1. Remember that one does not sin by just beingtehn
2. This type of temptation is the work of Sataangés 1:12-15)
3. God never makes it hard on us; He is the safrgeod. (James 1:17)

Il. JESUS WAS TEMPTED TO SIN

A. There was a time when this was believed by hfistians.
1. The Scriptures plainly teach that He was temgiatdid not sin. (Hebrews 4:15)
2. There are those in the church that do not beli¢s could have been tempted to sin.
3. Satan used the same approach to Jesus as h&ltesempting us. (1 John 2:15-17)

B. Satan tried to get Jesus to use His power ¢wialie the suffering of the moment.
1. He tempted Him to turn stones into bread. (Mattd:3, 4)
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2. Jesus reminded Satan that serving God was teeimportant thing. (Matthew 6:33)
C. Next, Satan tried to get Jesus to test His Fathe
1. Satan appealed to the vain glory of life. (Mewttd:5-7; 1 John 2:16)
2. One again, Jesus faced and overcame temptaitioouvany edge over us.
D. Satan’s final appeal was to offer Jesus a shbrtc
1. Jesus spoke of this on a later occasion. (Mattt@&21-23)
2. Jesus knew that the suffering must precedelting. g
3. Therefore, he rejected Satan’s offer of poweetarn for serving him.
. WE MUST RESIST THE TEMPTATION TO SIN
A. Like Jesus, we must be familiar with the Scriptu
1. Jesus answered each time with the Word of Qédtthew 4:4, 7, 10)
2. We should want to please Him in all things. ¢hrd4:18)
B. We must choose our companions wisely.
1. The faithful can be corrupted when around thengrinfluences. (1 Corinthians 15:33)
2. They will try to involve us in evil. (ProverbslD-19; 1 Peter 4:3, 4)
C. A strong commitment is necessary to overcomangptation.
1. Daniel made up his mind ahead of time. (Dani@) 1
2. Others must see the commitment we have.
D. Avoid compromising situations.
1. Sometimes we must run away from the situatiom Joseph. (Genesis 39:12)
2. David placed himself in the wrong place anddgel to temptation. (2 Samuel 11:1-5)
E. Finally, we must watch and pray.
1. We must always be vigilant. (Matthew 6:13; 26:BEfhesians 6:18)
2. Our adversary, the Devil, is always on the pr¢iPeter 5:8)
IV. WE CAN OVERCOME AFFLICTIONS
A. Once again, we need to begin with prayer.
1. We have a high priest, Jesus, who can sympathiheus. (Hebrews 4:14-16)
2. The Bible is full of people who cried out to Giad help. (Jonah 2:2; Matthew 14:30)
3. Our strength is in God. (Ephesians 3:16, 20igtians 4:13)
B. We must remember what is most important.
1. We can rejoice in tribulation because we remertiimegoal, not because it is enjoyable.
(Hebrews 12:1, 2; James 1:2-4, 12)
2. Remember the goal of faithful service to GodP€ter 1:3-9)
C. Bear one another’s burdens.
1. Paul had friends who stood by him and helped (#hilippians 2:30; 2 Timothy 1:16)
2. These friends helped him bear up under thenstfahis trials. (Galatians 6:2)
D. Certainly, we must depend on God at all times.
1. God cares for us and will be there to help Matthew 6:25-34)
2. Paul leaned upon God in all kind of circumstan¢Bhilippians 4:11-13)

CONCLUSION

I. SATAN IS OUR ENEMY AND WILL TEMPT US TO SIN
II. GOD WILL ALLOW OUR FAITH TO BE TESTED SO THATWE CAN GROW
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REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. Give an example of when the word “temptationfeferring to a testing of one’s faith.

4.

10.

. How do we know that one who has been tempiaththas not sinned yet?

. According to James, we are to when trials come upon us.

The Hebrew writer said that Jesus was “temjted as we are,
yet without ”

. When He was being tempted by Satan, Jesus used every time in

order to defeat him.

. What was the real tempting aspect of the Beattempt to get Jesus to sin by offering Him

all the kingdoms of the world if He would serven?

. List some things that will help us in resigtthe temptation to sin.

. What helped Daniel to resist temptation?

. According to the Hebrew writer, Jesus “endubedcross, despising the shame thereof”

because of the “ that wdsefete Him.”

What kinds of things will help us to overconfigéictions?
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SINS OF OMISSION
(James 4:13-17)

INTRODUCTION
I. THE PHRASE ITSELF IS NOT FOUND IN THE BIBLE
A. However, the subject is found in several pla¢dsmes 4:17)
B. It is possible to sin by omitting something theat God has told us to do.
C. This was part of the reason that Jesus condethedeéharisees. (Matthew 23:23)
Il. SINS OF COMMISSION ARE MUCH MORE PREVALENT ISCRIPTURE
A. Sins of omission are usually a more personaten#ttan sins of commission.
B. Sins of omission are a failure to do somethirg God has required us to do.
C. Some will be condemned at the judgment for faito act. (Matthew 25:45)
. LET'S NOTICE SOME DEFINITIONS
A. Omission is defined as: “1. The act or an insgaaf omitting. 2. The state of having been
omitted. 3. Something omitted or neglectedlé American Heritage Dictionayry
B. The noun is defined as: “Nonperformance of whaght to be done, failure, neglect,
delinquency, default, dereliction.The American Heritage Dictionayy
C. Omitting something can have severe consequefimsemiah 32:23)

BODY
I. SINS OF OMISSION ARE SINS OF DOING NOTHING
A. The Pharisees’ sin of omission was done outypbbrisy.
1. They were more interested in what men thougltihei than God. (Matthew 6:2)
2. On the outside they appeared to be righteouattfidw 23:23, 28)
3. They left out some things, but tried to impretgers with what they included.
4. One who continues in hypocrisy can become delu@Thessalonians 2:10-12)
B. Some people commit sins of omission becausgnafrance.
1. They fail to do what God wants because of a tddthowledge. (2 Timothy 2:15)
2. Some ignorance is wilful in nature. (Romans 1BR&esians 4:18; 2 Peter 3:5)
3. No sin of ignorance is overlooked by God. (Nurskib:17-31; Acts 17:30)
C. Some sin in this way because they believe Gaalismands are “too hard to receive.”
1. The Jews failed to obey the Gospel becausevtbald not accept Jesus. (Acts 4:12)
2. Some do not like the authoritative nature ofBitde. (Matthew 7:13, 14, 21-23)
3. In Jesus’ day they quit following Him for thisason. (John 6:66)
4. Too many Christians want to omit any teachingertain subjects. (2 Timothy 4:1-5)
D. Rebellion is at the heart of many sins of onoissi
1. Saul failed to please God when they didn't datthe asked. (1 Samuel 15:22, 23)
2. Although he tried to blame it on the peopleyats still rebellion in God'’s sight.
3. Those who are rebellious do not like to thinkwhGod’'s wishes. (Romans 1:28)
E. Some omit the truth out of fear.
1. Abraham omitted part of the truth, and harmedr&bh. (Genesis 12:11-13; 17-20)
2. Some preachers omit the truth because theydsiag their paycheck and being
branded as a troublemaker. (Matthew 10:28; 2 TigndtA-4)
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3. Sins of omission will keep us from being sa@dCorinthians 15:58; Revelation 21:8)
Il. SINS OF OMISSION ARE PRESUMPTUOUS SINS
A. Those who omit things from God’s word are preptunus.
1. This is true whenever a sin of omission occarsafreason other than ignorance.
2. One who sets himself up as a judge of God’s woptoud. (Proverbs 6:16, 17)
3. God destroyed people for their haughtinessiatisa3:11)
4. David was concerned about presumptuous singalniP9:13; 119:6)
B. Reverence for God requires us to obey God inydvieg.
1. Israel was destroyed for this terrible sin. (tieus 26:15-18)
2. Notice Israel omitted onlyart of what God required, and obeyed the rest.
3. This was still not acceptable. (James 2:10)
C. We can avoid these sins of omission.
1. Make sure that we are doers of the Word. (HebrEWG; James 1:22)
2. The faithful who please God are always actikiebfews 11:2, 4, 5, 7, 8, 20, 27)
3. We need to be busy bearing fruit in our livéshfh 15:1-16)
4. Make sure we love God more than anyone elsettiigla 22:37)

CONCLUSION

I. SINS OF OMISSION ARE AS DEADLY AS ANY OTHER KIND
Il. THE GOOD NEWS IS THAT WE CAN AVOID THEM
. LET'S NOT BECOME GUILTY OF PRESUMPTUOUS SINS
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REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. The Pharisees were condemned by Jesus fairggrsbme of the “
of the Law.”

2. What was the apparent motive for the Pharisee?

3. According to Paul in Romans 1, who was guwftgpmitting God through wilful ignorance?

4. Why did some quit following Jesus?

5. Why did King Saul omit some of what God hadhawanded him to do?

6. Discuss briefly Abraham’s sin of omission.

7. Sins of omission are also sins.

8. Those who omit part of God’s word, and refizsebey it are actually setting themselves up
as of God'’s word.

9. We can avoid sins of omission by making sueeave of the Word, not just
hearers.

10. Another way to avoid sins of omission is to makre that we love God more than anyone
else, with all our , , and
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SINSOF THE HEART
(Matthew 15:1-20)

INTRODUCTION
I. EVERY SIN HAS ITS BEGINNING IN THE HEART
A. In the text, it is clear that the Pharisees wartly concerned about the outward act.
B. They didn’'t associate the relationship of tharhéo the act of sin.
C. This explains why their concern seemed to béduirto the outward appearance.
Il. THE BIBLE EMPHASIZES THE ROLE OF THE HEART IIMAN’'S ACTIONS
A. We are told that we must watch our heart cahef(iProverbs 4:23)
B. It is not enough to control our actions singeaiiginates in the heart, unseen by others.
C. We will all some day give account of the thosghtour hearts. (Romans 2:16)
. WE MUST BECOME AWARE OF HOW THE HEART FUNCTIOS
A. We must first learn what the Bible heart isadbut.
B. We will discuss some of the common, but ofteartooked, sins of the heart.
C. Finally, we must know how to be cured of “hafisease.”

BODY
I. WHAT IS THE HEART OF MAN?
A. Let’'s remind ourselves of the Bible definitiohgn.
1. Sin takes place when one violates God’s lawdo{ih 3:4)
2. Sin can take place when we omit something tloat kkas commanded. (James 4:17)
3. God doesn't expect the impossible from us, riigt we can do. (1 Corinthians 10:13)
B. Now, let’s look at the definition of the heart.
1. According to W.E. Vine, it comes from the Greeird kardia and “came to stand for
man’s entire mental and moral activity, both rasioand the emotional elements.”
2. The “heart” includes the emotions, the reasod,the will.
3. We can begin to see the importance of “guardmg’heart.
C. We can more fully understand the heart by logpkihwhat the heart does.
1. The heart of man thinks, understands, reasonshalieves. (Genesis 6:5; Matthew
13:15; Mark 2:8; Romans 10:9, 10)
2. All of our intentions, purposes, and obedierm@me from the heart. (Romans 6:17,
2 Corinthians 9:7)
3. We can trust in the Lord and rejoice in our teegProverbs 3:5; 1 Samuel 2:1)
4. While there are some things we cannot figureabout the heart, we know that it can be
renewed even though the body becomes weaker. (@tGians 4:16)
II. WHAT MAKES A HEART EITHER EVIL OR GOOD?
A. The fact is that every heart is one or the o#tesome point in time.
1. A person brings forth fruit in keeping with Msart. (Luke 6:45)
2. The heart of man started out pure, but becarnhe/ben the wrong choice was made.
(Genesis 1:26, 27; 3:1-7)
3. The same is true today when we yield to Satamgptations. (James 1:13-15)
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B. What contributes to one having an evil heart?
1. We are influenced by what we see and hear thrthgymedia. (Psalm 119:9-11;
Philippians 4:8; Colossians 3:16)
2. We must be concerned about those with whom wsecasde. (I Corinthians 15:33;
Philippians 3:17)
3. We must make sure that we do not involve oueseln things that appeal to the worldly
and sensual things around us. (1 Timothy 4:8; h Joh5-17)
lll. LET'S CONSIDER SOME SINS OF THE HEART
A. First of all, we sin when we do not forgive athe
1. Jesus taught that we must forgive others if xyEeet to be forgiven.
(Matthew 5:7; Mark 11:25, 26)
2. We must forgive others since we have been fergiyColossians 3:13)
3. Our forgiveness must be unlimited to those vdpent. (Luke 17:3-5)
4. We must be like God and “remember the sin ncemi¢kHebrews 8:12)
B. Many people sin by being envious of others.
1. According to Webster, envy is “chagrin or disigon at the excellence or good fortune
of another; resentful, begrudging.”
2. It is “earthly, sensual, and devilish.” (James4A3 15)
3. Envy has terrible effects on the sinner. (Prosdi4:30; 27:4)
4. Notice the sins associated and listed with eRgmans 1:29-32; 1 Corinthians 3:1-3;
2 Corinthians 12:20; Galatians 5:19-21; 1 Timothy, 6; Titus 3:3; 1 Peter 2:1)
5. Envy has led to murder, selling a brother indwery, and other terrible deeds.
(Matthew 27:18; Acts 7:9; 1 John 3:12)
C. Some are not grateful for what they have.
1. Itis God’s will that we are thankful. (1 Thelksaans 5:18)
2. We should be thankful for the blessings we rexe Christ. (Ephesians 1:3)
3. We have treasures laid up in heaven. (Matthé®-81)
D. Another overlooked sin of the heart is worry.
1. Jesus commanded that we “be not anxious.” (Matt:25, 31-34)
2. We worry over many things that we cannot control
3. Worrying is a sin. (Philippians 4:6; 1 Peter3):1
4. We must learn to rely on God. (1 Peter 5:7)
E. Another devastating sin is hatred.
1. Itis also listed among the works of the flg€balatians 5:19-21)
2. We cannot hate our brother and still love Gothatsame time. (1 John 4:20, 21)
3. Itis a sin that destroys one’s happiness.

CONCLUSION

I. THERE ARE OTHER SINS OF THE HEART THAT WE COULOONSIDER
Il. CHRIST HAS PROVIDED THE CURE FOR THESE AND ALSINS (1 John 1:7-9)
I1l. ARE YOU WILLING TO ACCEPT HIS TERMS OF FORGIVRESS?
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10.

REVIEW QUESTIONS

. According to Jesus, all sin comes from the and defiles man.

. According to John, sinis a “ of the law.”

. State the definition of the heart as giverVime’s Dictionary of New Testament Words.

. List some of the things that man does withheiart.

. In what condition does one’s heart start ant what changes it?

. List some of the things that have a greatierite on our heart.

. On what basis does Jesus promise us forgisenes

. What does it mean to be envious, and of wlea€Caristians sometime envious?

. List some things for which we should be gnaltef

Jesus taught that we were not to about having food, clothing, and
shelter.
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SINSOF THE TONGUE
(James 3:1-12)

INTRODUCTION
I. SINS OF THE TONGUE HAVE BEEN AROUND FOR A LONGNIE
A. What we say tells a lot about the kind of pera@nare.
B. Our tongue exposes what is in our heart. (Matth2:34)
Il. RECALL THE BASIC DEFINITION OF SIN
A. Sin is lawlessness, and may be expressed indestlis and words. (1 John 3:4)
B. We are most vulnerable to this sin when andyyngbers 20:10-12; James 1:19, 20)
lll. OUR TONGUE MUST BE USED PROPERLY
A. The constitution of our country allows more fleen of speech than God does.
B. Although it is a small part of the body, thedoe is often misused. (James 3:9, 10)

BODY
I. NOTICE THE FOLLOWING SINS OF THE TONGUE
A. Slander is a misuse of the tongue.

1. Slander, from the Greek wodthbolos means “ . . . accusing falsely, is used as a houn
translated ‘slanderers’ in 1 Timothy 3:11, where téference is to those who are given
to finding fault with the demeanor and conduct tfess, and spreading their innuendos
and criticisms in the church.” (W.E. Vine's Expasyt Dictionary)

2. Only a fool uses his tongue to slander anotbesgn. (Proverbs 10:18)

3. Slander is a characteristic of Satan. (Revalatizi9, 10)

B. Gossip is another misuse of the tongue.

1. Gossip is usually preceded by “I do not knowt, Itheard.” (Proverbs 11:13)

2. Spreading rumors and lies destroys relationstfipdl kinds. (Proverbs 17:9)

3. When we hear something about another, we nethéak it out.”

C.Lyingis an obvious abuse of the tongue.

1. It is the telling of a falsehood with the intéatdeceive. (Genesis 3:4; John 8:44)

2. It creates hardships for others. (Genesis 383824, 15; 2 Thessalonians 2:10-12)

3. God hates lying, and liars will be condemnebet. (Proverbs 6:17; Revelation 21:8)

D. Flattery is another misuse of the tongue.

1. The motive behind this form of speech is seléiiest.

2. David realized that his enemies used flatté?ga(m 5:9)

3. Paul, who set the example for preachers, didisefflattery. (1 Thessalonians 2:4-6)

4. People appreciate one who rebukes them, and'tdoss flattery. (Proverbs 28:23)

E. Profanity is a very common sin of the tongue.

1. Profanity, a form of moral pollution, is quiteramon in our society.

2. Euphemisms, such as “Gosh,” “Gee,” and “Darng’another example of profanity.

3. All of these are forms of unwholesome commumecat(Ephesians 4:29)

F.Vulgarity has always been a problem.
1. Itis expressed in jokes that are distastehdcene, and indecent. (Colossians 3:8)
2. This would include innuendos that are suggesthsomething ungodly.
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G. Backbiting is all too common among Christians.
1. The term suggests evil speaking or maliciousddawith the intent to destroy another.
2. According to Paul, it is a mark of a reprobatedn(Romans 1:28-30)
3. It will usually provoke anger in the victim. erbs 25:23)
H. Tattling is closely related to gossiping.
1. It is one reason why a younger widow is refyseeianent assistance from the church.
(1 Timothy 5:11-13)
2. Going around telling tales about others is destre.
I. Carelessteaching is another misuse of the tongue.
1. Teaching God’s word must be taken seriously lieeaouls are at stake. (James 3:1)
2. A teacher must “take heed to himself and hishea.” (1 Timothy 4:16)
3. We must “speak as the oracles of God,” andwist the Scriptures. (1 Peter 4:11;
2 Peter 3:16)
II. WE MUST OVERCOME THE MISUSES OF THE TONGUE
A. Fill our hearts with thevisdom from above.
1. As James teaches us, the tongue is misuseddaeitas filled with human wisdom, a
wisdom that is demonic, sensual, and self-seekilagnes 3:16)
2. In contrast, the wisdom from above is pure, pablte, and full of mercy. (James 3:17)
3. Jesus said that the mouth speaks from the aboedd the heart. (Matthew 12:34, 35)
B. Meditate on th@roper things.
1. We need to imitate the Psalmist. (Psalm 119&p,
2. Paul taught we should meditate on the rightghitiPhilippians 4:8)
C. Fill our hearts with thenowledge of God.
1. We can only partake of God’s nature as we le&mnthrough His word. (2 Peter 1:3)
2. We are able to trust Him. (2 Timothy 1:12)
D. Fill our hearts with thgrace of God.
1. When our hearts are filled with the grace of Ged will be busy using our tongues to
teach others, not to slander and abuse them. (Ziltis14)
2. God's grace will teach us how we are to trehét. (Philippians 2:5-11)
E. Let thepeace of God rule in our hearts.
1. If we let Christ rule our hearts, then we cantod our tongues. (Colossians 3:15)
2. We will not complain about one another, butieas, we will edify each other.
F. Renew our hearts by thell of God.
1. We are transformed as a child of God by firaeming our mind. (Romans 12:2)
2. If our heatrts are filled with the will of Godheén we can be conformed to His image.

CONCLUSION

I. THE TONGUE HAS A TREMENDOUS IMPACT ON OTHER PEQP
II. LET'S NOT FILL OUR HEARTS WITH SPIRITUAL “GARBAGE”
. WE NEED TO GUARD OUR HEARTS CAREFULLY
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REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. Jesus taught that the mouth speaks from tinedaimce of the

2. As the example of Moses shows, we are moseevable to sin with the tongue when we are

3. Discuss what it means to slander another perso

4. How can we recognize and deal with the sigasisiping?

5. State what it means to tell a lie.

6. What is a euphemism, and why is it wrong?

7. What did James mean when he stated, “Let aotyrof you become teachers, my brethren?”
(James 3:1)

8. We often misuse our tongues when we follow the of men.

9. List some things we can do to overcome theis@®f the tongue.

10. The first step in being transformed as a abifilGod is to renew the
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SINSINTHE HOME
(Genesis 2:18-24)

INTRODUCTION
|. THE EVIDENCE OF A BREAKDOWN IN THE FAMILY IS ABINDANT
A. Consider the case of the eleven-year-old kilap was himself murdered on 8/30/94.
B. He had proven his “right” to joining a Chicagoegt gang.
Il. THIS IS A COMMON STORY IN OUR NATION
A. On February 2, 1994, Chicago Police found nieetehildren home alone in squalor.
B. Three mothers were arrested, but a fourth walsdrhospital having another baby.
lll. EVERYONE SEEMS TO BE RINGING THEIR HANDS IN AGNY
A. The politicians are offering no real solutions.
B. Only the preaching and application of the Gosp@l cure this problem.

BODY
I. THE IMPACT OF SINS IN THE HOME IS GREAT

A. It must be noted that sin was committed in vasibomes in the Bible.
1. There are several instancesrafrder. (Genesis 4:8; Judges 9:1-5; 2 Kings 11:1)
2. Fornication was committed by Eli’s sons. (1 Samuel 2:22)
3. Adultery andmurder were committed by David. (2 Samuel 11:2-21)
4. Incest anddrunkenness were committed by Lot and his daughters. (Genk%i80-36)
5. Paul wrote of some Christians that had practuetus sins. (1 Corinthians 6:9-11)

B. Sin takes its toll on the nation.
1. Recall that sin is a “reproach to any peopleroyerbs 14:34)
2. Even the leaders are the subject of daily stydiecause of their sins.

C. Many denominations and some brethren are caning moral issues.
1. They are beginning to accept homosexuals agiea@ Corinthians 6:9-11)
2. Already there are churches out West that armfjlée the nations around them.”

Il. THE CURE FOR SINS IN THE HOME IS THE GOSPEL

A. The family was planned and established by God.
1. Man and woman were created on the sixth dayeaftion. (Genesis 1:26-31)
2. They were a unique part of creation.

B. There are three characteristics of the homeesged by God.
1. Itis to be a one man, one woman relationsi@engesis 2:18-24)
2. Marriage is to last a lifetime, and divorce nb&yobtained for only one cause- adultery.

(Matthew 19:9; Romans 7:1-3; 1 Corinthians 7:39)

3. They are to be faithful to each other. (1 Ctrigms 7:2)

C. There are other fundamental truths as well ceggrthe family.
1. Husbands and wives should help each other lelsély Corinthians 7:16; 1 Peter 3:7)
2. Children should be taught to be obedient to Gdduteronomy 6:6, 7; Ephesians 6:1)
3. Children should be urged to marragthful Christian.
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lll. SOME SINS IN THE HOME CAN BE AVOIDED BY APPLWIG GOD’S WORD

A. Mankind departed from God’s teaching concermragriage.
1. Just ten generations after creation, God wayg Hut He had made man. (Genesis 6:6)
2. God'’s people were warned about marrying “outsidéGenesis 6:2; Exodus 34:12-16)
3. Solomon was led into idolatry by his foreign @sv (1 Kings 11:10)

B. The primary purpose for woman'’s creation was jganonship.
1. No suitable companion for Adam was found amdweganimals. (Genesis 2:18, 22)
2. The human race is continued through procreation.
3. Sexual desires are to be satisfied within theiage relationship. (Hebrews 13:4)
4. One’s spiritual welfare is also enhanced in ragg. (1 Peter 3:1-7)

C. Young people preparing for marriage need tosaske questionsonestly.
1. Will this person live by God’s standard of mdy& (1 Corinthians 7:1-5)
2. Will he or she help me go to heaven? (1 Coramti7:16)
3. Will this person help me prepare my childrenHeaven? (2 Timothy 1:5)
4. |s this person worth going to hell for eternifiPatthew 13:41-43)

CONCLUSION
. REMEMBER THAT NO CHILD ASKED TO BE BORN
II. IT IS OUR TASK AS PARENTS TO HELP THEM BE SAVE
1. WE MUST DO ALL WE CAN TO ELIMINATE SINS IN THEHOME
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10.

. What is the only real cure for the breakdowourr society?

REVIEW QUESTIONS

. Name some of the sins that are found in soibke Bamilies.

. What impact is sin having on some denominateswell as among some of the brethren?

. List the three characteristics of the homeraated by God.

. What is the one acceptable cause for divander@marriage?

. What are some other fundamental truths alheutamily?

. What was the result when God’s people mathede on the “outside?”

. In just generations after creatBod was sorry that He had created man.

. State some of the things that God intenddsktaccomplished within the marriage

relationship.

What are some questions that young people toessk themselves about their prospective
mate?
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THE SIN OF DIVISION
(Ephesians 4:1-16)

INTRODUCTION
|. CONSIDER THE TERRIBLENESS OF DIVISION
A. Imagine waking up in Berlin on August 13, 19@hd seeing the effect of division.
B. Families were separated in some cases unti#ilecame down in November 9, 1989.
Il. DIVISION HAS ALWAYS BEEN A BLIGHT ON THE PEOPE OF GOD
A. There was strife between Abraham’s servantsLad servants. (Genesis 13:7)
B. Division is one of the things God hates. (Prbgds:19)
lll. WE NEED TO UNDERSTAND THAT DIVISION IS A SIN
A. Itis not just something that is ill-advised,maerely undesirable.
B. Division is a sin. (Romans 16:17, 18; 1 Coriatis 1:10; 12:25; Galatians 5:19-21)

BODY
I. LET'S NOTICE THE BASIS OF UNITY
A. From the beginning, the church has been mad# ppople with different backgrounds.
1. The Jews had sects such as the Pharisees, $addhissenes, Zealots, and Herodians.
2. When the Gentiles obeyed the Gospel, the paldoti conflict increased.
3. Two crucial elements of unity are attitudes daodtrine.
B. Attitudes are crucial to the attainment and rexiance of unity.
1. Facts upon which unity is based are precedetwbgssary attitudes. (Ephesians 4:1-6)
2. Without lowliness and meekness, there will béasting unity.
3. Meekness is not weakness as proven by Christitiglwv 11:28; 23:13-39)
4. Longsuffering, forbearing one another, and gjuidigence require effort on our part.
C. The goal of unity is a worthy one indeed.
1. It requires us to stand firm and “strive togettier unity. (Philippians 1:27)
2. Too much strife goes on in the church, and dmdyDevil rejoices.
3. We must do only that which is best for othePhiljppians 2:2-4)
4. Jesus is our example of one who put others (stilippians 2:5-11)
5. Division could be avoided by practicing the ‘dgh rule.” (Matthew 7:12)
D. Truth is equally important in our effort to adadivision.
1. A good attitude combined with error is not adcabfe to God either. (2 John 9-11)
2. Other warnings are given by God concerning tegclalse doctrine. (Galatians 1:8, 9;
Colossians 2:8; | Timothy 6:3-5; 2 Peter 2:1-22)
3. Oppose error by “speaking the truth in love.pliEsians 4:15; 2 Timothy 4:1-5)
4. Some division is necessary when truth is atestékCorinthians 11:19)
Il. LET'S EXAMINE THE ROOT CAUSE OF DIVISION
A. Division is not a problem that only faithful hheen have.
1. Rest assured that all denominations and brethrapostasy are embroiled in
controversy from time to time.
2. Some settle it through organizational controlohlshifts the focus away from the
individual.
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B. Division comes when men follow human wisdom.
1. James discusses the differences between hurdativanme wisdom. (James 3:13-18)

2.

It comes when men have bitter jealousy andstefmbition. (James 3:14-16)

3. Such a person may not appear to be that walyeosurface.
4. We know something is wrong when we have a “kmatur stomach” as we assemble.

5.

Peace is from God and comes when we use Hiomis@@ames 3:17, 18)

C. Division comes from the wrong kind of desire.

1.
2.

Quarrels and conflicts result from selfishnass jaride. (James 4:1, 2)
Like Diotrephes, certain men love to have theeprinence. (3 John 9)

3. The church is the only place they feel like thag exercise control over others.
4. They usually convince themselves that they sta@tling for the truth.”

5.

Swirling around selfishness are jealousy, fagtiost, and envy. (James 4.6, 10)

6. All of this results in brethren being judgedust]y. (James 4:11, 12)
D. Let’s notice two examples of this occurring.
1. A dispute arose among the apostles concernimgwels the greatest. (Luke 22:24)

2.
3.

The church in Corinth was full of division. (bfhthians 1:10-17; 11:18, 19)
Paul identified one of the causes as carndlitCorinthians 3:3)

4. Another one that he discussed was pride. (In@ovains 3:18, 20; 4.8, 10)

5.

6.

They were “puffed up” from the Greek wagrbusioomeaning to blow up or inflate.
(1 Corinthians 4:6, 18; 8:1; 1 Timothy 3:6)
Pride keeps us from seeing the value of otljRi@mans 14:3; 1 Corinthians 12:24, 25)

[ll. DIVISION IS A WORK OF THE FLESH
A. The sin of division is clearly a work of the §le

1.
2.

Of the sixteen sins listed, eight are assocmaidddivision. (Galatians 5:19-21)
Remember that “they which practice such thirggl ot inherit the Kingdom of God.”

B. Let’s take a brief look at these eight termsasged with division.

1.

2.

3.

(20>

Enmities (hatred, KJV) describes the animoséiyMeen groups of people as well as
individuals.

Strife (variance, KJV) is the outgrowth of viegisomeone as an enemy, and can result
from arguing over words. (1 Corinthians 1:11; 33imothy 6:3, 4)

Jealousy (emulations, KJV), from a word oftem#lated zeal, is a resentment that fuels
division. (Romans 10:2; 1 Corinthians 3:3; 2 Cdriahs 12:20)

. Outbursts of anger (wrath, KJV) describes one siddenly blows up over something.
. Disputes (strife, KJV) describes the actionthoke who are selfishly ambitious.

(James 3:14)

. Dissensions (seditions, KJV) is a word meanstgriding apart” and aptly describes the

situation in many churches as division grows. (Resnk6:17; 1 Corinthians 3:3)

. Factions (heresies, KJV) describes the endeofliision process and it may result in a

new congregation or opposing groups within the cegation.

. Envying (envyings, KJV) is the displeasure ceed at the good fortune of another, and

it often leads to resentment. (Ephesians 4:132@5p,
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C. How can we identify a factious person?
. Such people are often critical of others and &forts.
. They always want to be in the limelight.
. Only certain people are invited into their home.
. They have “home studies” that turn into gripgssens, or sessions where error is
taught.
. He or she refuses to speak to certain people.
. They team up with and talk to a select few alstarting a new congregation.
. They encourage secret meetings.
. They take a sudden interest in the weak andutiigd members, hoping to gather
support for an approaching showdown.
D. What should be done once such a person is foatti
1. The church should mark and turn away from th@omans 16:17, 18)
2. After two warnings, they must be refused fellbyps (Titus 3:10, 11)
3. The sooner they are disciplined the betterladfahurch will be.

A WN B

o0 ~N o Ol

CONCLUSION

I. THE BERLIN WALL CAME DOWN AND THE CITIES WERE UNTED
II. THERE SHOULD BE NO DIVISION IN THE KINGDOM OHHE PRINCE OF PEACE
. WE MUST BECOME PEACEMAKERS (Matthew 5:9)
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REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. Division is named in the Old Testament asafrtbe things that God

2. The two crucial elements of unity are and

3. Show that meekness does not imply weakness.

4. In order to attain unity, it is necessaryudsrto always think of others as more important than
; our example in this regard is

5. Show that a good attitude alone is not enadtying to maintain unity among Christians.

6. Division occurs when men follow wisdom instead of
wisdom, and are like who logdthve the preeminence in the
church.

7. Using some or all of the eight terms assodiatgéh division in Galatians 5:19-21, show how
division may take place in a local church.

8. List some of the things to watch for in idgntig a factious person.

9. What should be done to someone who is a factisember of the church.

10. Jesus said, “Blessed are the for they shall be called sons of God.”
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ATONEMENT FOR SIN
(Leviticus 17:10-16)

INTRODUCTION
I. THERE IS A CONNECTION IN THE BIBLE BETWEEN BLOOBND ATONEMENT
A. In our text, the blood under consideration wasral blood. (Leviticus 16:29, 30)
B. However, this blood was not sufficient. (Hebrels4)
II. JESUS PROVIDED THE REAL ATONEMENT FOR MAN'’S NI
A. He offered His blood as a sacrifice for sin. Qirfawvs 9:11-14)
B. The blood atonement of Christ is denied by moidés.
[ll. THE ATONEMENT OF CHRIST IS MAN'S ONLY REMEDY BR SIN
A. Without His shed blood, there is no forgivenegsin.
B. Let’s study what the Bible says about atonena@atother related concepts.

BODY
I. NOTICE THE WORD “ATONEMENT” ITSELF
A. There is no agreement on the original meanindefHebrew word.
1. The general feeling is that the word meant teecan the sense of expiating or
placating.
2. The idea was that when a sin was committedhlihed was offered to cover or atone
for the sin by removing it from God’s view.
3. This was the purpose of the sacrificial systénhe Old Testament.
B. The word is found only once in the New Testament
1. It is translated reconciliation in some versidiimans 5:11)
2. The lack of a Greek equivalent means that wet took to other words as well.
C. We will pursue the subject according to the pmyrmeaning in the Old Testament.
. Abel’s blood was “uncovered,” and cried out todG(Genesis 4:10)
. Even animal blood was to be covered. (Levititns 3)
. Job felt that if his blood were covered, no wation would be made. (Job 16:18)
. Ezekiel used this idea to speak of Israel's thiaiting to be avenged. (Ezekiel 24:6-8)
. Isaiah used this as well. (Isaiah 26:21; NumB&r80-40)
. Another way Isaiah expressed it was that Godaveoast sin “behind His back,” or out
of view. (Isaiah 38:17)
Il. THERE ARE SEVERAL RELATED CONCEPTS IN THE OLDESTAMENT
A. One such term iseconciliation.
1. Reconciliation was needed because of sin. (loengit6:30)
2. There was a sin offering in behalf of the pseéiteviticus 8:15)
3. Reconciliation was connected to the matter efsitapegoat. (Leviticus 16:20-28)
B. Another term to be consideredaigiation.
1. It is found three times in the Old Testament.
2. In one instance it had to do with purifying wa{@®umbers 8:7)
3. In another case it had to do with the guilt afrderers. (Numbers 35:33)
4. The third usage is with reference to God’s atgrior His land. (Deuteronomy 32:43)

OO WNPE
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5. In each case there was a need to purify songeb@oause of sin.
C. A third term igransom.
1. The careless owner of an ox who killed a mandcoedeem himself from death by the
payment of a ransom. (Exodus 21:29, 30)
2. Once something was redeemed, it was set freetfie constraints that it may have had.
3. The Septuagint uses various forms of the Gremklimo meaning “to release on receipt
of a ransom.” (W.E. Vine)
D. Another related concept is the mattesaifsfaction.
1. The term is found only in the Old Testament aag applied in one passage to the life
of a murderer(Numbers 35:31, 32)
2. Only the shedding of his blood cowatisfy God.
3. This is a point that needs to be considereermesncing murderers today. (Genesis 9:6;
Romans 13:4)
lll. LET'S CONSIDER THE NEW TESTAMENT TEACHING ABOU ATONEMENT
A. First we will look at the concept o&conciliation.
1. Reconciliation is the result of the atonementbfist. (Romans 5:10, 11)
2. Man becomes God’s enemy through sin, and nedoks teconciled.
3. The apostles were given a “ministry of recoatitin.” (2 Corinthians 5:18)
B. The idea o&xpiation is also found in the New Testament.
1. Man needs to be purified from sin. (Romans 3:23)
2. The cleansing agent is the blood of Christ. @Spms 1:7; 1 Peter 1:18, 19; 1 John 1:7)
3. The animal sacrifices only served to purify lesh. (Hebrews 9:13, 14)
4. Once we are purified, we are God’s possessiotug2:14)
C. Another term to be consideredpipitiation.
1. Christ is the propitiation for sin through Hi®dd. (Romans 3:25; 1 John 2:2)
2. Coming from the Greek woldlasterion it contains the concepts of both satisfaction
and mercy. (Hebrews 9:5)
3. The publican used a form of the same word assked for mercy. (Luke 18:13)
D. The concept ofatisfaction is also in the New Testament.
1. One of the results of sin is anger on God’s.part
2. Those who walk after the ways of the world cdmpiease, or satisfy God. (Romans 8:8;
2 Timothy 2:4)
3. Only Christ’s blood could satisfy a holy andtj@od once sin has been committed.
E. A final term to be consideredriansom.
1. When one serves sin, the choice is made tslsave. (Romans 6:16)
2. Jesus came to give His life as a ransom fo(Mktthew 20:28; Hebrews 2:9)
3. Those who are redeemed are said to be “boughtanprice.” (1 Corinthians 6:20; 7:23)
4. This ransom was made for all men, and not feir gufew as Calvin and others taught.

CONCLUSION

I. JESUS CAME TO TAKE AWAY THE SINS OF THE WORLDdbBn 1:29)
II. WE MUST HAVE HIS BLOOD APPLIED TO OUR SINS (Roans 6:3, 4)
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10.

. Discuss the general meaning of the Hebrew f@rdtonement.

REVIEW QUESTIONS

. The blood of and could not take away sin.

. Why did Abel’s blood “cry out to God?”

. Why did Job not want his blood to be covered?

. On the day of atonement, one goat was sastlifamd another was used as a

. The term “expiation” has to do with the needdomething to be

. Under the Law of Moses, what could be donesugdrtain circumstances to avoid paying the

penalty for some sin?

. Paul said that he and the other apostles greea the ministry of

. Jesus came to give His life as a for the sins of all.
The apostle John wrote that Christ is the for the sins of the whole
world.
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CONFESSION OF SINS
(12 John 1:5-10)

INTRODUCTION
I. GOD HAS ALWAYS INSISTED THAT MEN CONFESS THEIRISS
A. People who have done wrong have always beenresbto admit it.
B. This is necessary for us to do with each othezlationships are to be right.
Il. THIS REQUIREMENT LEADS TO A HOST OF OTHER QUHESONS
A. What is confession, to whom must it be made, lamal specific must it be?
B. Do abuses of the practice mean that we shouldordess sins at all?
. WE MUST LOOK TO GOD’S WORD FOR THE TRUTH ON TI8 SUBJECT
A. This will force us to deal honestly with our owms.
B. The Lord has spoken on this subject as He hadl @ther matters pertaining to salvation.

BODY
I. LET'S LOOK AT A HISTORY OF CONFESSION OF SINS INHE BIBLE
A. God has always required that one confess hi®psins.
1. While no specific teaching is found prior to thev, the general truth is found.
2. Those who confess and forsake their sins wilsper. (Proverbs 28:13)
3. God may have been attempting to give Cain aahtmconfess his sin. (Genesis 4:9)
B. Under the Law of Moses, a confession of sin reagiired along with the offering.
1. Even sins of ignorance had to be confessed thiegebecame known. (Leviticus 5:1-5)
2. David prayed for God’s word to reveal his sm$im. (Psalm 19:12)
3. The high priest confessed the people’s sins theescapegoat. (Leviticus 16:21)
4. Confession also accompanied restitution in ocedases. (Numbers 5:6, 7)
C. The Psalms of David clearly reflect what is neggias one confesses sins.
1. One must be totally frank and honest aboutrsims life.
2. Consider David’s confession of his sin with Bdtbba. (Psalm 32:5; 51:3, 4)
D. Next, consider the preaching of John the Baptist
1. We cannot tell how specific their confessiorsios was.
2. The confession of sins accompanied their bapfistatthew 3:6)
E. Confession of sins is a part of the Gospel foristians.
1. Many saints in Ephesus openly confessed thei(Acts 19:18)
2. Confession of sin is commanded as a conditidorgiveness. (James 5:16; 1 John 1:9)
F. A confession of sins is an admission of guilt.
1. When we sin, we “miss the mark.” (James 5:16)
2. The Greek word for confessidigmologeoliterally meant “to say the same thing.”
3. In short, we are admitting that we are guiltyharged.
Il. LET'S LOOK AT THE CONCEPT AND PRACTICE OF CONESSION
A. The concept of confession implies several things
1. The first presupposition is that sin is real, ineaginary.
2. The second is that individuals can be and aitey@i sins.
3. The fact that we must confess sins means tleegaralready forgiven as Calvin taught.
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4. There is a divine requirement that one guiltgiafmust confess his sin.
5. It is possible for one to know of his sins.
B. Some people attempt to offer substitutes fofession.
1. They offer some good deeds, such as liberahgj\as a substitute for confession.
2. Others try to separate themselves by time ¢amiie from the sin.
3. Still others depend on the forgetfulness of i@ a substitute for confession.
4. Some people rely on their popularity to overtige need to confess sins.
C. Other popular substitutes are actually abuséseoBiblical practice of confession.
1. Some people come forward, ask for the prayesaiotts, but fail to confess the sin.
2. Others offer general statements such as, “itweesl.”, or “I've not been as faithful as |
should have been.”
3. Establishing a “confessional” on the front s#i@#s not take the place of confession of
sin to the individuals involved. (Matthew 5:23, 24)
D. A genuine confession of sin is mandated in theeB
1. One who would desire to remain in fellowshiphw@od must confess his sins as a part
of “walking in the light.” (1 John 1:7-9)
2. Such confession is to be made “one to anothet,to a priest, preacher, or anyone else
in a one-sided arrangement as is practiced by sbonehes. (James 5:16)
E. There is a need for both public and private essibn of sin.
1. We must make it clear that these exact termaaréound in the Bible.
2. However, the need to be reconciled to a brotivaig deal with a brother alone
establishes the need for a private confessi@mo{Matthew 5:23, 24; 18:15-17)
3. Some in Ephesus made it known publically thay thad repented. (Acts 19:18)
4. Private sins need not be made public, and psbigcannot be kept private.
lll. A PROPER ATTITUDE TOWARD CONFESSION OF SIN ISIPORTANT
A. Everything that we do, whether right or wrorgjrelated to our attitude.
1. Controlling the heart is crucial to the taskedulating our attitude. (Proverbs 4:23)
2. Remember that we are to renew our minds. (Roh2ary
B. Consider the case of David in the Old Testament.
1. He did not try to conceal his sin any longet, liegged for forgiveness. (Psalm 51:4)
2. As is the case with genuine repentance, Daatigid his life.
C. Let's summarize the teaching found in this exi@amp
1. David was emphatic: “I have sinned.” (v. 4)
2. By asking to be delivered from “blood guiltingd3avid wanted forgiveness for all the
sins that were involved in Uriah’s death. (v. 14)
3. It was directed to God. (v. 1)
IV. THERE ARE BENEFITS TO CONFESSION OF SINS
A. All of God’s commandments were given for our ogood.
1. Moses stated this principle to Israel afterlther was given. (Deuteronomy 6:24)
2. The same truth is taught by Paul in the Newdrmstt. (2 Timothy 3:16, 17)
B. Confession of sins brings great benefits to¢hesbo determine to seek God’s forgiveness.
1. Others can pray for us and help us to becomagt{James 5:16)
2. We can have a clear conscience. (Acts 23:1624:1
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3. By confessing our sins, we are more determiaabbtright. (2 Corinthians 7:11)

4. Others are encouraged by our willingness toesmbur sins. (Matthew 5:16)

5. It is a demonstration of obedience. (1 John)5:18

6. Last, but certainly not least, is the benefitargiveness and renewed fellowship with
God. (1 John 1:7-9; 2:1, 2)

CONCLUSION

I. THE PRODIGAL SON CAME HOME AND CONFESSED HIS SENTO HIS FATHER
II. HE WAS WELCOMED BY HIS FATHER ONCE HE CHANGEBIIS LIFE
1. WE MUST BE WILLING TO CONFESS OUR SINS IN ORIETO PLEASE GOD
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10.

REVIEW QUESTIONS

. The Bible says that those who and their sins will
prosper.
. Describe what happened under the Law of Mages a person discovered they had sinned.

. What is a person really admitting to when essing a sin.

. List some things implied by the concept offession of sins.

. State some of the substitutes that people wi$éead of confessing their sin.

. What is the basic error of the Catholic chuedparding confession of sins?

. What determines when a sin is to be confegsedtely versus publicly?

. What do we learn from David’s confession &f §in with Bathsheba?

. List some of the benefits of confessing onssi

What do we learn from the story of the prodsgal and his return?
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PUNISHMENT OF SIN
(2 Peter 3:3-10)

INTRODUCTION
I. PUNISHMENT FOR WRONGDOING IS DISAPPEARING FROM®IETY
A. Too many are willing to excuse criminals foraiety of reasons.
B. Anyone who speaks in favor of punishment is seeanloving, harsh, and extreme.
II. WE ARE REAPING THE CONSEQUENCES OF THIS PERMISENESS
A. Too much attention is given to why the crime wasmmitted.
B. Punishment is a necessary deterrent to crime.
. WE MUST KNOW THE TRUTH ABOUT PUNISHMENT AND S\
A. We must remember that the flood was God’s puntt for sin. (Genesis 6, 7)
B. Punishment for sin is a basic truth of the Gagpmans 6:23)

BODY
I. LET'S DEFINE PUNISHMENT AND SIN
A. Let’s notice both the English and Greek defons of the word punishment.

1. According to Webster, punishment is a “penaifiiated for an offense, fault, etc.”

2. The Greek word that is translated punishmenmtesawith it the idea of penalty,
punishment, and vengeance as demanded by justCE. Yine’s Expository
Dictionary)

B. Now let’s recall the definition of sin.

1. It often comes from a word that means “missirgrark.”

2. Moses Lard once wrote that sin “. . . is sintply breaking of the divine law, no matter
what may be the specific nature of the act done.”

II. NOW LET’S NOTICE SOME TRUTHS ABOUT PUNISHMENTFOR SIN
A. Punishment is necessary and reasonable.

1. The nature of God demands a just treatmenno{Riomans 5:13; 7:7-12)

2. If God had not punished even the first sin, HelM have become a liar. (Genesis 2:17)

3. By not punishing sin, God would have condoned ($iabakkuk 1:13)

4. God has revealed righteousness to us. (Psalm229 John 5:17)

B. The Bible records examples of those who sinmext@nd were punished.

1. One sin brought punishment to Adam and Eve.

2. One sin cost Uzzah his life. (2 Samuel 6:6, 7)

C. Guilt brings a penalty.

1. The consequences of sin fall on other peopleséd 4:6; 1 Corinthians 15:21)

2. However, each individual must accept and beagthit of sin. (Psalm 51:4)

3. Ultimately all sin is committed against God. (@sis 39:9)

D. Punishment for sin is eternal in nature.

1. The “wages of sin is death,” and Paul meanttgpirdeath. (Romans 6:23)

2. This death also involves punishment. (Luke 1&1p

3. Our word hell, when it is the translation@thennapictures a place of perpetual fire
and suffering. (Luke 12:5)

-34-



4. Itis a place where the “fire is not quenchdark 9:47, 48)
lll. PUNISHMENT FOR SIN IS A REALITY
A. Some teach that the wicked will not suffer &t falit will be annihilated.
1. They claim that the wordkestroy anddeath should be understood literally.
2. However, the word eternal is applied to botl &hd death. (Matthew 25:46)
B. There are others who believe in universalisnd, tiey say all will be saved.
1. They reason that a loving God could not punisfoae forever.
2. The universal salvation doctrine totally ignoties justice of God. (Hebrews 12:29)
3. Furthermore, their claim that it is unfair foo&to punish people eternally for what
happened in a few short years, misses entirelgeheus nature of sin.
C. Both of these false ideas undermine morality.
1. If these ideas are correct, there is no need standard of right and wrong.
2. Peter taught the skeptics of his day that aofigynishment is coming. (2 Peter 3:3-10)
D. There are valuable lessons to be learned.
1. God means what he says. (Genesis 2:17; 3:6, 22)
2. There are no exceptions made since He is &jodt (Romans 1:18; 2:6-11)
3. Each of us will give an account to God. (2 Citrizns 5:10)

CONCLUSION

I. ARE YOU READY FOR THE JUDGMENT DAY?
II. NONE OF THE WICKED WILL ESCAPE THE PUNISHMENGOD HAS PREPARED
I1l. NONE OF THE RIGHTEOUS WILL FAIL TO BE REWARDED
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REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. Describe the view held by many in our societyard punishment for wrongdoing.

2. Give the definition of “punishment” from bdtliebster and Vine.

3. State some reasons why punishment for siedessary.

4. While the of sin mdyofalother people, the
of sin belongs to the individual who sinned.

5. All sin is ultimately against

6. What kind of death was Paul referring to wherspoke of the “wages of sin is death?”

7. Jesus described hell as a place where the “ dieth not and the fire is not

8. How would we prove that both heaven and hrelleternal?

9. Show the doctrine of universal salvation istae.

10. State some of the lessons we need to learrt phaishment of sin.
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THE WORD: SAFEGUARD AGAINST SIN
(Psalm 19:7-14)

INTRODUCTION
I. TO AVOID SIN WE MUST BE ABLE TO DEFINE IT
A. Shall we allow each person to define it for hat® (Judges 21:25)
B. To some extent, this is what is happening insmaiety today.
II. THE RESULT OF SUCH THINKING IS MORAL CHAQOS
A. To a Muslim, polygamy is not sin, but the sexuaks of Americans are disgusting.
B. For many Americans, the only requirement forfldwex is two consenting adults.
lll. GOD’S WORD IS THE ONLY CORRECT STANDARD FOR HENING SIN
A. Following a common standard is the only way aiwlization can survive.
B. Only by following the Bible, can any nation pteaGod. (Proverbs 14:34)

BODY
|. CONSIDER THE CONCEPT OF NATURAL LAW
A. This concept goes back to the eighteenth century
1. During the Enlightenment, intellectuals viewkd tiniverse as a creation of God.
2. Furthermore, they believed it was governed leglistable and natural laws of nature.
3. Nineteenth century religious leaders wrote aladuatural theology” which they
believed ran parallel to the natural laws of scgenc
4. They believed that principles of right and wramgre as natural as the law of gravity.
B. We can learn some things from their ideas.
1. Man is a rational being and God appeals tordtagnality. (Psalm 19:1, 2)
2. Man is without excuse for not believing in Gomans 1:19-29)
3. However, no common standard of morality candumd apart from God’s word.
4. The sanctity of human life is viewed differenftlgm one society to another.
C. However, there are two critical limitations to @peal to natural law.
1. Even if natural law were the rule, now revedéed judges all men. (Acts 17:30)
2. Humans would eventually declare the unnaturaktoatural. (Romans 1:21-32)
3. This is what has happened in our day with the of Humanism.
Il. GOD'S REVEALED LAW ALONE CAN DEFINE SIN
A. Mankind cannot find the proper standard alone.
1. The “way of man is not in himself.” (Jeremiah23)
2. Paul recognized the role of the law in definsng (Romans 7:7)
3. As the apostle John wrote, “. . . sin is theggaession of the law.” (1 John 3:4)
B. There are three important truths derived frotmJ® definition of sin.
1. Moral relativism is wrong, and such things awmication, adultery, and homosexuality
are sinful despite their political correctness.|@@ans 5:19-21; Romans 1:26, 27)
2. All sinful conduct is equally hideous, and atpesto categorize them reveal one’s
social prejudices. (Matthew 19:9; Romans 1:29-3thdsians 5:3-5; Titus 1:5-9)
3. Ignorance is no excuse for disobedience, and/latge leads one to life. (Acts 17:30;
Ephesians 4:18; 1 Peter 1:14, 15)
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C. Our time is especially troubling.
1. While more than ninety percent of Americansroléo believe in God, there is little
evidence of it in their lives.
2. The world has distracted most people.
3. Knowledge and wisdom are there for those whatwa@ohn 7:17; James 1:5)
lll. THE WORD OF GOD IS OUR GUIDE TO A HIGHER LIFE
A. The word of God is not just an arbitrary leggdtem.
1. God’s revelation guides us past the pitfall&fef
2. The gospel of Christ convicts a person of $Rkanfans 7:24, 25)
3. Most people are comfortable with their persodeh of morality.
B. The word of God elevates us to a higher plane.

1. We use His word to avoid sin, and enjoy the benef righteousness. (Psalm 119:11)

2. In God’s word are greater truths than scienceotter. (Proverbs 2:10)
3. Therefore, we are encouraged to study. (Isadab63 John 5:39; Acts 17:11)
C. Consider these practical suggestions.
1. Read the Bible, and study the text carefullfirid the meaning.
2. Get good materials that will aid in studying Bible.
3. Talk about the Scriptures with others.
4. Do not just study to prove that you are smdhan others. (1 Corinthians 8:1)
5. Ask God for help. (James 1:5)
6. Practice what is learned. (Psalm 119:100; Ridips 3:13-16)
IV. THE WORD OF GOD IS THE SOURCE OF TRUE CHARACTER
A. A large portion of human behavior is based oriotional response.
1. We do not always think things out, but act dutedlex, feeling, and emotion.
2. The values that guide such actions are embeddes]
3. While Freud called it the superego, some geis&tibelieve it was encoded in our
genes.

4. In a moment of crisis, when reflective thoughhot possible, we act in accord with our

character rooted in belief and values. (Matthevd4235)
B. One’s character is not given at birth, but ftosmed and shaped a little at a time.
1. Sometime we accept the world’s values withourking.
2. The wedge between us and society was drivehe$pirit of truth. (John 15:18-27)
3. For the most part, we form our own characteol@€sians 3:9, 10)
C. We should come to delight in God’s law.
1. This will only happen if we meditate on His laf?salm 1:2)
2. The Holy Spirit has revealed the truth that caange our lives. (Romans 8:1-6)

3. If we fail to build the proper character, welvoi like the Pharisees who saw the Law

of God as only a set of rules to be debated. (Matth3:25-28)

CONCLUSION

I. WE MUST SEEK THE WISDOM THAT IS FROM ABOVE
II. WE MUST NOT RELY ON THE VALUES OF THE WORLD
. LET US REJOICE IN WHAT IS LAWFUL AND GOOD
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10.

REVIEW QUESTIONS

. What would be the result if each person w#osvad to set their own standard of right and

wrong?

. The Bible teaches us that “ xaltsea nation, but is a

reproach to any people.”

. Although many during the age of Enlightenmgate wrong on some things, what can we

learn from them?

. Give the two limitations of trying to followatural law.

. What truths are derived from the fact that.“sin is the transgression of the law?”

. While polls show that over 90 percent of Aroanis say they believe in God, what is also true

of most Americans?

. List some of the things the word of God carfataus.

. What are some practical things we can do fwave ourselves as children of God?

. When is our character really tested?

List some things that help to shape our charact
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PERFECTING HOLINESS
(2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1)

INTRODUCTION
I. THIS IS A CHALLENGE TO ALL CHRISTIANS
A. To the Corinthians, it may have been a spediallenge.
B. Some of them had been fornicators, idolatersltackrs, homosexuals, sodomites, thieves,
covetous, drunkards, and revilers. (1 Corinthia@s1d)
C. Yet, there was for them a means of cleansirtgexs is for us today. (2 Corinthians 7:1)
Il. THINK OF THE CHARACTER OF ONE WHO IS STRIVINGOR PERFECTION
A. By reflecting the beauty of Jesus in his life,ik kind, tenderhearted, and forgiving.
(Ephesians 4:32)
B. He is a person of convictions, who loves Godail his heart, soul, and mind, and is
willing to earnestly contend for the faith. (Matih@2:37; Jude 3)
C. He has reached a degree of holiness in hidliferecognizes the need to strive for an
even greater degree of holiness.

1. WE NEED TO UNDERSTAND THE TRUTH ON THE MATTEROF HOLINESS

A. It does not come by means of the baptism oHbly Spirit as is taught by some
denominations such as the Nazarene Church.

B. Neither does it come as a result of Christ’dguion being “credited” to all members of
the Lord’s body.

C. We must understand how God helps us to pertdeidss in our lives.

BODY
|. GOD WORKS IN THE LIFE OF A CHRISTIAN
A. While men’s explanations of how God works inaus wrong, the fact is that he does.
1. Paul said we are “His workmanship.” (Ephesiad®p
2. Paul prayed that God would grant the Ephes@abe tstrengthened with might, and be
filled with all the fulness of God. (Ephesians 3119)
3. In another place, Paul said, “For it is God wayks in you both to will and to do for
Hid good pleasure.” (Philippians 2:13)
4. The question to be settled is concerning thensydzat God uses to accomplish it.
B. First, He uses Hiword.
1. God’s word is at work in the lives of His peaple Thessalonians 2:13)

2. His word provides a picture of the holiness whsbaracterizes Jesus and His father.
C. Second, He uses Hismmands.

1. God’'s commands to the Israelites were not antyitbut were for their own good.
(Deuteronomy 10:13)

2. The commands of God for us today are likewisergby God for our well being.
(1 Timothy 4:8)
D. Third, he uses Hiehastening.
1. God chastens us in many ways as He did Job ad [® Corinthians 12:7)
2. Our trials help to make us stronged to be able to persevere. (Romans 5:3, 4)
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E. Fourth, He uses Hiw otectiverestraints.
1. Recall the restrictions He placed on Satan InisJoase. (Job 1:12; 2:6)
2. He restrains Satan for us in time of temptat{@rCorinthians 10:13)

F. Fifth, He uses Hipeople.

1. He has established “one another” relationshipghe church, and we are to use them.
(Hebrews 10:24, 25)

2. Considering, provoking, and exhorting are keydsan the passage.

G. Sixth, He uses Hisromises.

1. This instrument of God is mentioned in the t€XtCorinthians 7:1)

2. The promises referred to are those in lattesaseof chapter six, and include God
dwelling among us, being our God, being our Fatted, allowing us to be His sons
and daughters. (2 Corinthians 6:16-18)

3. Notice the conditional nature of these promises.

II. CHRISTIANS MUST SUBMIT TO GOD
A. The fact that God works within His people canbetdenied.
1. However, let no one make the mistake of beligvimat Christians are passive in this
process.
2. The very expression “perfecting holiness” impleetion on the part of Christians.
3. Albert Barnes, in commenting on 2 Corinthiarls Wrote, “Paul was not afraid to bring
into view the agency of Christians themselves enwlork of salvation. He, therefore,
says, ‘Let us purify ourselves,’ as if Christiarsglhmuch to do; as if their own agency
was to be employed; and as if their purifying wapehdent on their own effort . . . He
who expects to be made pure without any efforti®blwvn, will never become pure;
and whoever becomes holy will become so in consempuef strenuous efforts to resist
the evils of his own heart, and to become like G@@ages 163, 164)
4. No athlete is made perfect unless he takedrp#re process.
5. Similarly, Christians must apply the instrucgan His word.
B. First, one must rid himself of complacency.

1. Complacency is a hindrance to perfecting angthin

2. We must not be content with where we are asld chGod. (Hebrews 6:1)
C. Second, one must separate himself from the veorttevery false way.

1. We have nothing in common with them from a spali standpoint. (2 Corinthians 6:14-
16)

2. We must not allow ourselves to become entanglddsomething which will lead us
astray. (Ephesians 5:11; 2 Timothy 2:4)

D. Third, one must cleanse himself from all filtegs of the flesh.

1. Filthiness of the flesh would be such outwarg sis adultery, fornication, drunkenness,
and homosexuality. (1 Corinthians 6:9-11)

2. Filthiness of the spirit would be sins of thaftevhere the outward sins begin.
(Matthew 5:28; 1 John 3:15)

3. No growth in holiness can take place as lontp@se sins prevail. (1 Peter 2:1, 2)

4. Many problems in the church today are causedusscof such sins.

5. Such sins are present at times long after aidivis complete.
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E. Fourth, one must pursue higher and higher lexd®liness.
1. True holiness does not come by simply riddingsetf of immoral conduct, or by
setting up for oneself a code of conduct as theisdes did.
2. Holiness comes from loving God, meditating os #ord, worshiping Him both in and
out of the assemblies, etc.
3. We must bring “every thought into captivity teetobedience of Christ.”
(2 Corinthians 10:5)
F. Fifth, one must do these things in the fear ol G
1. Our attitude must be like the title of the sdfttpve Thine Own Way, Lord.”
2. God and only God should be the focus of ousliy®latthew 6:33)
G. Sixth, all of these things must be done contirslyo
1. The word “cleanse” used in 2 Corinthians 7:2 1&erb form which involves an action
which began at some point in time and is contindous that point.
2. Sometimes we are too busy perfecting our cgrearsappearance, our golf swing, our
houses and lawns, but not holiness.
lll. CHRISTIANS ARE CLEANSED BY THE BLOOD
A. Perfecting holiness can only occur because we kze blood of Jesus to cleanse us.
1. This cleansing is not limited to what takes platbaptism. (Acts 22:16)
2. This is an ongoing process. (Ephesians 5:25-27)
B. However, we must remember that this cleansimgmnlitional on man’s part.
1. It is only for those who are striving to be hdly Peter 1:15, 16)
2. The cleansing which comes to such people ischas@ willingness to repent and
confess sin. (Acts 8:22; 1 John 1:9)

I. SELF-EXAMINATION IS IN ORDER FOR CHRISTIANS FROMIME TO TIME

II. COMPLACENCY MUST BE LAID ASIDE
I1l. PERFECTING HOLINESS IS AN ONGOING TASK
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REVIEW QUESTIONS

1. Some denominations, such as the Nazarene Ighaeches that holiness comes by means of

2. Name some of the sins which the Corinthiartsbde®en involved in before their conversion.

3. Give some passages which teach that God wotke lives of Christians.

4. Explain how God uses commands to help hislpdogerfect their holiness.

5. How does the chastening of the Lord help ysetéect holiness?

6. What Old Testament character is an exampl®waf God uses protective restraints to enable
one to perfect his holiness.

7. List some things which Christians must dortalde holiness to be perfected in them.

8. Filthiness of the flesh would include suchssis

9. What is the significance of the tense of tloedsranslated “cleanse” in 2 Corinthians 7:27?

10. What conditions must be met in order for accbfl God to be forgiven of sin?
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